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.T feems to be a kind of duty incumbent on thofe who 
devote themfeWes to: poetryi to raife» if pofUble, the 
dj^ty of a declining art> by making it as beneficial ta 
life and manners^ as tiie limits' of coiiipoficion, and the 
character of modern time?, v^ill allows The ages, indeed* 
are paft, in whicluthe fong of the poet was idolized for 
its miraculous effjs^,; yet a poem, intended to promote 
the cultivation of good humdr, may Qil], perhaps, be 
fortunate enough to prove of foroo little fervice to fo« 
ciety in general ; or^ if this idea may be thought too 
chimerical and romantic by fober reafon, it is at lead 
one of thofe pleafmg and innocent delufions,. in which > 
a poetical enthuQaft may be fafely indulged. 
' The^following produdion owes its exigence to ati • 
incident in real life, very (imilar to the pi incipal adioa 
of the lad canio ; but in forming the general plan of 
the work, it feemed to me abfolutely neceflary to intro- 
duce both the agency and the abode of Spleen, not- 
-\ \pitbftanding the difficulty and the hazard of attempting 
-- a fubjed fo happily executed by the mafterly pencil of 
PoPB. I confidered his Cave of Spleen as a moQ ex- 
quifite cabinet-piAure ; and, to avoid the fervility of 
imitation, I determined to fketch the manfion of this 
gloomy power on a much wider canvafs : happy, indeed, 
if the judgment of the public may enable me to exclaim* 
. mth the honefl vanity of the painter, who compared 
his own worjks to the divine produflious of Raphael* 

" E fon pittore anch' lo !" 

The celebrated Aleffandro Taflbhi, who is generally 
conGderjed ?is the inventor of the modern Heroicomic: 
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poetrji was fo proud of haying extended* the limits of 
hit art by a new kind of-compofitiony that he not onlf 
fpoke of it with injfinite exultation in one of his private^. 
letterSf bujt even gave a MS. copy of his wx»rk to his 
native city of Modenaf with an infer iptiooy in which he 
ftiled it a new ipecies of poetryy invented by hinufelf. 

A &w partisd friends have afliprtedy that' the prefent 
perfomance has fome degree of iimtlar merit ; but as, 
I apprehend all the novelty it podf^fies, may rather rec 
quirjD an apologyt than entitle its author to challenge 
commendation» I lliall explain how far the condud o{; 
the poem differs from the moft approv^ models in thit! 
mode of writing) and (lightly mention the poetical efle^g, 
which fuch a variation appeared likely to^produce. 

It is well known, that the favorite poems, which blen^* 

the fertous and the comic, reprefent their principal char« 

aders in a fatirical point of view : it was the intenttoa. 

of Tafibni (though prudence made him attempt to cooi! 

ceal it) to (atirize a particular Italian nobleman, who 

happened to be the objedt .of his refentment. BoileaU; 

openly ridicules the French ecclefiaftics in his Lutrin i 

Garth, our EngliQi phyficians, in his DifpenAtry ; aad 

the Rape of the Lock, itfelf, that moil excellent and en« 

chanting poera,which I never contemplate but with nevr 

idolatry, is denominated the heft fatire extant f by the, 

learned Dr. Warton, in his very elegant and ingenious^ 

but fevere, Eflay on Pope : a fentence which feems ta 

be confirmed by the poet himfelf, in his letter to Mrs. 

Fermor, where, he fays, ** the charadsr of Behnda, as ic 

is now managed, refembles yoain nothing, but in beau^ 

ty/' Though I think, that no coropofition can furpafsi 

or perhaps ever equal this moft uphappy effi}rt of genius^ 

as a fportive fatire, I imagined it might be podible to 

give a new charadler to this mixed fpecies of poetry^ 

Md to render it, by its. object, though not in its execu? 

tion, more noble than the moft refined fatire can be* 

We baveJeen it carried to ix)inojt^le.perfedtioni iM^A 
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noft aelicate raillery on female foibles : it remained to • 
be tried, if it might not alfo afpire to delineate the more 
engaging features of female excellence. The idea ap- 
peared to me worth the experiment ; for, if it fucceeded, 
itfeemedto promifea double advantage ; firft> it would 

f'lTe an air of novelty to the poem ^ and, fecondly, what 
thought of much greater importance, ic would render 
it more interefting to the heart. On thefe principles, I 
have endeavored to paint Sbhema as a moft lovely, en« 
gAgiogy d°d accompliOied chara^er ; yet, I hope the* 
cobring is fo faithfully copied ftom general nature^ that 
every man, who reads the poem, may be happy enough 
to know. many fair ones, who refemble my heroine. 

There is another point, in which I have alfo attempted 
to give this poem an air. of novelty : I mean, tha man- 
ner of conue^ing .the real and the vidonary fcenesf . 
which compofe it ; by (hiftrng thefe in alternate cantos, 
I hoped to make familiar incident and allegorical picture 
afford a (Irong relief to each other, and keep the atten- 
tion of the reader alive, by an appearance particularly 
diver fified* I wiQied, indeed (but I fear moft ioeffedt- 
ually) for powers to unite fome touches of the fportive 
wildnefs of Ariofio, and the more ferious fublime paint- 
ing of Dante, with fome. portion of the enchanting 
elegance, the refined imagination, and the moral graces 
of Pope ; and to do this, «£ podlble, without violating . 
thofe rules of propriety, which Mr. Cambridge has illus- 
trated, by examples as well as precept, in the Scribleriad* 
and in his fenfible preface to that elegant and learned i 
poem. 

I have now very frankly informed my reader of the 
extent^ or rather the extravagance of my defire ; for I 
will not give it the ferious name oidejign : They, whom ^ 
an enlightened tafte has rendered thoroughly fenfible . 
b6w very difficult it mud be to accompliQi fuch an idea, , 
will not only be the £rft to difcerU} buiU^c ux^&\^^.^ \ 

A. J5- 
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Co pardon thofe errorff into which fo haztrdQiis»^aii At 
tempt mzj perhaps have betrayed me. I had thought 
of introducing this performance to the public, hj a di( 
fertation of confiderable length on thisfpecies of poetry 
but I forbear to indulge myfelf any further in fuch pre^ 
liminary remarksi as the anxiety of authors is fo ^ptt^ 
produce, from the refiedtion, that, however ingeniouO^^^ 
written, they add little or nothing to the fuccefs of a |;oo(^ 
poem, and are utterly iAfufficient to prevent that negled> 
•r obUvioUf which is the mevitable fate of a bad one. 

In difmiffing a work to my fair readers, which is in-, 
tended principally for their perufal, I (ball only reconK 
mend it to their attention ; and bid them farewell^ iflU 
die words of the pleafant and courteous Taflbni^-* 

<* Va|;lia il buon yoler, s' altro non lice» 
E chi la leggerai viva fejiicc I'* 



EAaTHAMf 

January 3I1 i^iv 
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C A NT O L 

HE mind's foFcgaardiant who, tho'yet tLnfuogy:, 
lofpires with harmony the female tongue, , 
And gives, impraving cv'ry tender grace» , 
The fmile of aogds to a mortal face $ 
Her powers I iing ; and fcenes of mental firifet 
Which form the maiden for th^ accompIi(h*d wife ^ ; 
Where the fweet vidor fees, with fparkh'ng eyes^ . 
Love her reward^ and happinefs, her prize. 
Sautters of beaaty» who the fong infpirey . 
To your enchanting notes attune my lyre ! 
And O ! if haply your foft hearts may gain i 
Or ufc, or pleafure from the moUn &^^> 



^. THE TRIUMPHS- 

Though formal criticsi with a furly frown^ , 
Deny your artlefs bard the laurel crown. 
He ftill (hall triumph, if ye deign to fpread 
Your fweeter myrtle round his honored head. 

In your bright circle young Serena grew s : 
A lovelier nymph the pencil never drew ; 
For, the fond Graces f orm*d her eafy mein. 
And heaven's foft azure in her eye was feen. 
She feem'd a rofebud, when it firft receives. 
The genial fun, injts expanding leaves : . 
For now (he enter'd thofe important years, 
When the full bofom fwells with hopes and fears $ 
When confcious mature prompts the fecret figh, , 
And (heds fweet languor, o'er the melting eye ; . 
When nobler toys the female heart trepan. 
And dolls rejected, yield their place, to man* 

Beneath a father's care Serena grew ; 
The gopd Sir Gilbert, to his country true, 
A faithful Whig, who, zealous for the State, , 
In Freedom's fervice led the loud debate ; , 



X^f er!i7 dqri bf tranfmutatioii rare» 
Torn'd to, a Tory m his dbowrchair ;, 
And made ht9 c^vghler pay, however afafur#i^ 
J^Sye obedicncia to kts foi^retga word^ 

In hit domeftic fway he borrowed sdd{ 
lEfom prim FBii&i.ov«t sua aactenc matd^, 
Hi$ upright fifter» cotfcioos of her wortht . 
Who valued ftiU her beaatji and her birth ; 
Thfoiigh fft)m her birth no envy M rank.flie gsm^Si^ 
And of her beautft but the ghoft, remained | 
A reftlefg ghoft ! that with remembrance keea, 
I!roclatm*d inceffant what it once had been ;, 
I^elighted (Hll the fteps of youth to h^nnry, 
T,o watch the, tender. nympb^ and warm gallant i; 
Andy with an,oye that petrify^d parfiiit» 
Kang like the dragon o'er th^ Hefperian fmir^ 

Though ftridt^ goarded by this jealous powfft, 
ThjC mild Sbhima oq reftradnt conld fonir : 
l^re was her bofom^ a^ thefilrer lake. 
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» 

When the bright pageants of the morning fky^ . 
Acrofs th' ezpanfive mirror lightlj fly, 
By vernal gales m quick fucceflion driv'ny 
While the clear glafs reflets the fmile of heav^Hf. 
lb gay content a fportive life (he ledr , 

The child of Modefty^ by Virtue hrcd : 

Her light companions. Innocence and Eafe r 
Her hope was pleafuroi and hsjr wi(hf to pleafp : : 
Bor this, to Fafhion, early rites ihe paid ; 
For this) to Venus, fecret vows (he made ; 
Nor held It (In to caft a private glance 
O'er the dear pagei of a new romance^ 
E^ger in fi^i9n's toudiing icenes to find : 

Avfieldi to exercife her youthful mind : : 
The touching fcenes new energy impreft , 

On idl the virtues of her feeling brea(t\ 
Sweet Evelina's fafcinating pow'r ; 
Had firft bcguil'd of fleep htjr »idaight hour: : 
PpfTcft by fympathy's .enchanting fway, 
Shft ready wconfcious of the dawning day* , 
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'^c Modem Anecdote was next convcy'd 
Beneath her pillow bj her fahhful maid. 
The nymph, attentive as the brooding dove, 
^Por'd o'er the tender fcenes of Franzel's love : 
The finking taper now grew weak and pale ; 
Sekbma figh'd, and dropt th' unfinifh'd tale ; 
Bat, as warm clouds in vernal sther roll, 
The foft ideas floated in her foul : 
Free from ambitious- pride, and envious cafe. 
To love, and to be lov'd, was all her prayer : 

yfhiU thefe fond thoughts her gentle mind po/Tefs^d 
Soft dumber fettled on her fnowy breaft. 

Scarce had her radiant eyes begun to clofe, . 
IVhen, to her view, a friendly vifion rofe : 
A fairy phantom ftruck her mental fight. 
Light as the goflamer, as aether bright ; 
Array'd like Pallas, was the pigmy form, 
When the fage Goddefs flills the martial iterrti, 
Her cafque was amber, richly grac'd above 
With down, colkaed from the callow dove •: 
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Her borai&i^ breaft-filavry ofii ^axpot if9$ 

Was once the arinor of a .goldon fij^ 

A lynz'f eje lier Uttle-tegis (honef 

1B7 &iry fpelb'comrerted'bto fione^ 

And worn elf oldy as- elfin poets fingt 

Cy Egypt's lorelyqaeeay a favVite ring^ 

•Myfterious pow*r was in the magic toji 

To turn the frowns of care to fmiles <tf joy* 

Her tiny laacCf whole radiance ftream'd afiu^ 

Was one bright fparkle from the bridal flar, 

A Slmj mantle round her figure play'd* 

Fine as the texture, by Arachne laid 

O'er Come young plant'i when glittering to the vie 

With many an orient pearl of morning-dew. 

The Phantom hover'd o^r the confcious Fair 

With fttch a lively (mile of tender care^ 

As on her elfin lord Titania cafty 

When firft Ihe found his angry fpell was paft. 

Round her rich locks Sbibna chanced to tie 

An ample ribband of cserulean dye t 
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^igh o'er her forehead rofe the grateful bOW| 
Whofe arch commanded the fweet fccnc below : 
The hov*f ing Spirit view'd the tempting fpet. 
And lightly perched on this unbending knot i 
At the fair fiutterer, of Pfyche's race. 
Is feen to terminate her airy chace. 
When plea&'d at length her quiv'ring ^xiigs to clofci 
Fondly (he fettles oh the fragrant rofe. 

Now in foJfjL notes, more muCcally clear 
Than ever Fairy breath'd in mortal ear, 
Thefe wqrds the vifionary voice conveyed 
To the charmed fpirit of the fleeping maid : 

" Thou darling of my care, whofe ripen'd wortk 
•Shall fpread my empire o'er the fmiling earth ; 
Whom Natore bleft, forbidding modiSi Art 
To cramp thy fpirit, or contraA thy heart ; 
-Screened from thy thought, nor in thy vifions fclt^ 
Long on thy op ning mind I've fondly dwelt | 
In childhood^s forrows brought thee quick reliefy 
Afid dry*d thy April (howers x>f infant grief | 

9 
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Taught thee to laugh at the malicious bof^ 
Who broke thj playthings inrith a barb'rou&jo] 
To bear what ills the little female haunty 
The tefiy nurfef th' hnperious govemaotei 
And that tyrannic peftf the prying maiden auni 
Now ripening years a nobler icene fupply ; 

For life now opens on thy fparkling eye : 
Thy rifing bofom fwells with juft defire 
'Rapture to fcel> and rapture to infpire-: 
Not the vain bliis, the tranlitory joys^ 
That childifli woman fcelsf in radiant toys-; 
The coftly diamond, or the lighter pearl. 
The maffive Nabobs or the tinicl EarL 
Thy heart demandsi each meaner aim abovty 
Th' imperiibable wealth of fierling love ; 
Thy vfUhf to pleaie by ev'ry fofter grace 
Of elegance and eafe, of form and face ! 
•By lively foncy and by fenfe refined, 
The firopgcr. magic of the cultutM mind ! 
Thy pufe aknbicton> and thy virtuous plan. 
To &x the variable heart of man ! 
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Short h the worfliip paid at beauty's ihrme ; 
But lading lore and happinefs are mine : 
Minet though the earth V mi ftaken, blinded race 
Defpife my infldencey a&d mj name debafe ; 
Nor breathe one vow to that tttherial friendt . 
On whom the colors of their life depend. 
But to thy innocence I how dirplay 
The myftic m«rTeb of toy fecret fway j 
And tell, in this thy fatedeciding honr» 
My rac^, my name, my office, and my powV. 

Fir({, bear what wonders human forms contain i t 
And learn the texture of the female brain I 
By Nature's care in curious order fpread/ 
Thisliving net is framed of tender thread j 
Fine, as thy hand, fbtee favor'd youth to grace^ . 
Enits with nice art to form the mimic lace. 
Within the centre of this fretted dome. 
Her fecret towV, her heav'n-conftrufted home ^ 
Soft Senfibility, fweet Beauty's foul ! 
Keeps her coy fiate, and animates thewholcf.. 
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InviCbk as Hannonyy who fpriogs, 

Wak*d hj joang Zephyr, from .^olian ftrlogs : 

Her fiibtle power, more delicately fiae» 

Dwells in each thready aod lives in ey*ry liiie» 

Whofe quick vibrationSf without eud» impart 

Fleafure and pain to the reiponfive heart. 

As Zephyr's breath the willing chord infpires^. 

Whirp*ring tod mufic to the trembling wires» 

So with fond care I regulatey unfeeut 

The fofcer movements of this nice machine i 

Tx una my earthly name, the nurfe of Love !> 

But cair4 SoPHaosYHBy in realms above ! 

When lovely Woman^ perfed at her birth» 

Bled with her early charms the wond'ring earthy 

Her foul in fweet fimplicity array'dt 

Nor (har'd my guidance, nor require my aid». 

Her tender frame, nor confident nor coy» 

Had every fibre tun*d to gentle joy: 

Mo vain caprices fwell'd her pouting lip ;. 

No gol4 produc^'d a mercenary tvip i. 
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Soft innocence mfpir^d her willing kifsy 
Her love was nature, and her life was blifiu 

Guide of his reafon» not his paffion's {Mreff . 

She tam^d the favage, Man, who blefs^d her fwaj • 
No jarring wiflies fiU^d the world with woesy 
Bat youth was exfbej, and age» repofe. 

The Pow'rs of mifchief met, in dark Divfm»- 
To blaft thefe mighty joys of envy'd Man i 
The Fiends, at their infernal leader's call. 
Framed their bafe wiles in Demogorgon'^ hall* 
In the deep centre of tluit dreadful dome. 
An hellifli cauldron boiled with fiery foam : 
la this wide nm the circling fpirits threw 
Ingredients harfli, and hideous to the view ;. 
While the terrific mafter of the fpell^ 
With adjurations (hook the depdis Of hell. 
And in dark words, unmeet for mortal ear,. 
Bade the dire oflEspring of his art appear. 
Forth from the vafe, with fuUen murmurs, hvolUz 
A.towfring mifi of pettilential fmokes; 

B..2i 
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Emerging from this fog of thickeft nighty 
A Phantom fwcUs, by flow degrees, to fight j - 
Bot ero the view can (eize the forming (hape^ 
From the mockfd eye its lineaments efcape : 
It (eem^d all paffions melted into one, 
Aflum'd the face of all, and yet was none : 
H^l ftood aghaft at its portentous mien, 

And (hudd^ring Demons calW thefpeftre, Spleen,-- 
•* Hie thee to eartfe 1*' its mighty mafter cryM, 
** O'er the vex*d globe in heavy vipors ride ! 
Within its centre fix^ thy fhadowy throne ! 
With (hades thy fubjefts, and that hell thy own I 
Reign there unfeen ! but let thy Arong control 
Be hourly felt in Woman's wayward foul ! 
With darkeft poifons from our deep abyfs. 
Taint that pure fountain of terreftrial blifs !** 
Th* enornious Phantom at this potent found, 
RoUM forth obedient from tlie vaft profound : 
The quaking fiends recovered from their dread. 

And hell grew lighter, a? the monder fled. 
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Bat now round earth the gliding yapors run> , 
Blot the rich aether» and eclipfe the fun ; 
All Nature (lokens ; and her faired flow^r^ 
Enchanting Womany. feels the baneful pow^r r 
As in her foul the clouds of Spleen artfe, 
The fprightly cflence of her4>eaut7 fiies : 
In youth's gay prime, in hours with rapture warRii 
Love looks aftonifli*d on Kfer altering form : 
To pleafing frblitS} and enchanting wiles, 
Life-darting look», and foul-fubduing fmiles. 
Dark whims facceed t thick-coming fancies fret ^ , 
The fullen paflion, and the hafty pet ; 
The fwelling lip, the tear-diftendedeyci 
The peevifli queftion, the pervcrfe reply ; 
The moody humor, that, like rain and fife. 
Blends cold difguft with unfubduM defire, . 
Hies what it loves, and petulently coy, 
Feigns proud abhorrence of the proflfer'd joy : 
For Nature's artlefs aim, the wifli to plcafe 
By genuine modelly, and fimple eafe, 
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Fafliion's pert tricks the crowded brain oppreft 
With all the poor parade of tawdry drefs : 
The fickl/ bofom pants for noife and fhow^ 
F©r evfry bauble, and for cv'ry beau ; 
The voice» that health made harmony^ difown 
That native charm for languor's mimic tones 
Afid feigns dlfeafe, till feeling what it feigns> 
Its fancy'd maladies are real pains. 
Such, and a thousand fiill fuperior woes, 
From Spleen's new empire o'er the earth arofe 
Each iimple dilate of the foal forgot, 
Then firft was formed the mercenary plot, 
And beauty pra^is'd that pernicious art. 
The art of angling for an old man's heart ; 
Though crawling to hk bride with tott'ring ki 
His words were dotage, and his love difeafe. 
From fez to fex this bafe contagion ran. 
And gold grew beauty in the eyes of man : 
GourtQiip was tra£Bc : and t!ie married life. 
But one loud jangle of inceflfant firlfe. . 



The gcatle Sprite, whoi on hts radiant ear» 
Sbines the mild regent of the eiF^ning ftar. 
And J07S. from thence thofe genial rajs to fliedp. 
That lead the bridegroom to the^ nuptial bed. 
While earth's new ills his. friendly foul abforb^ 
From Cfnthia calPd me to his friendlf orb^^ 
And, eager to redrefs the woes of man, 
The brilliant Son of Vefper thus began :- 
« Thou fofteft Being of th' atherial kind,' 
Be thy benignant cares no more confined 
To fmooth the ruffled plume of Zephyr's wing«^ 
To guard from cruel froft the infant fpring. 
To drive grofs atoms from the rays of noon. 

Or chafe the halo from the vap^riih moon ! 
Thy friendly- nature will not now deny 
To quit for nobler toils thy native iky ; 
Thou feed how Spleen's infernal vapors roll 
Acrofs the fweet f<H'ene of woman's foul ; 
And earth, which darkens as her beauties fad6» 

Mpft grow a f<K:ond hell,. without thy aid :\ 
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Take then thy ftation ! fix thy nobler reign 
O'er thqfe ficie chordsf that form the female brai 
That u&My ere injured by the mft of Spleen» 
To fill with harmony the homaa fcene r 
Qq 1 left her touch their tender tones deftroy^ 
Teach them to vibrate :to thy notes of joty : 
Go ! and reftorci by iUlling mental firifct 
Ileal th to faint lovcf and happintfs^o life l*^^ 

So fpake that friend of man* who lights aboy< 
His heavenly lamp of hymenxal love : 
In his juft aim my JciQdred fpirit joined. 
And flew obedient to the charge a£Ggn<d.' 
HencC} as the bias fways th* nnconfcious bowl^^ 
I long unfecn have fway'd the carelcii foul ; 
Though oft I feel my power by Spleen fubduyj^ 
In the (brill vixens and the fallen prudci 
In fome fair forms my foft dominion grows 
like fragrance rlfing from the op'ning rofe : 
Still I prefetvcy in many a lovely face» 
Hat. gay gQpd4iamor9. ^d tbatconftant gracci^, 
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'^WUch hea^'nlf pow'rs nnited to nnfold 
In perfcft Woman's new*created mould i 
When NatnrC) in her infant beautj bleft^ 
The lafl; and loveUeft of her works cared. 
Bat of thofe nymphs, who, delicately £ur, 
Draw their foft graces from my forming carey 
My young Serena ihmes her peers aborci 
Pride of my hopes, and darling of my love. 
Hence I to thee fucfa myfteries unfold. 
As Man's pedantic eye (hall ne^er behold ; 
Whofe narrow fcience, though it proudly boaft 
To pierce the &y, and count the ftarry hod, 
Sees not the bctd band Of airy Powers* 
Who flatter round him in his fecret hours : 
But if to me, thy guardian now difplay'd. 
Thy duteous orifons are juftly paid. 
Thou to thofe realms (halt pafs with me, thy guide. 
Where Spleen's pale vidlims, after death, refide ; 
Then to that orb, in vifion (halt thou rife, 
Unfcen by mortal aftronomic eyes. 



Where L— but Brft let me Ay foul prepare . 
To meet ouriiecret foe's. lafidiQUs foare I 
''Tis my food purpofe in thy form to (bowr - 
The fweetefl; model of my ikill below : 
A youth I defiine to thy dear embrace, . 
Crowned with each ];nental charin,and manly |;i 
With whom thy imioceace fecui«e from ftrifci 
Shall reap the^beauteous joys of blamelefs life. 
Pleas'd, I obferve thy little heart bcgia 
To a(k, what charms the mighty prize may wii 
But kcow» though Elegance herfelf be feea 
To guide thy motioDi and to form thy mien ; 

Though Beauty o'er thy filial cheek diffufe 
to 
The foft enchantment of her rofeate hues. 

Not from their favor fhall this glory rife ! 
Temper (hall fmgly gain the fplendid prize : 
The fudden conqueft (hall be mine alonci 
And Love, wi(h tranfport, (hall my triumph o)^ 
<Such are n^ hopes ; but I with pain relate 
What hard conditions aff« annexed hy fate : 
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As chemic fir«s^ that patient labor blowsy 
Draw the rich perfume from the Perflan roft^ 
So mad th6u form, by fiery toih refia'd* 
The living eflence of thy fweeter mind* 
'Dimly I feCf on Deftiny's dall glafsy 
Three dangeroa^^rials 'tis thy doom to pafs ; 
And oh ! if once forgetful of my pow*r. 
Good-humor fail thoe in the fateful hour. 
Farewell thofe joys, that wait the happy wife ! 
Farewell the vifion of unclouded life ! 

Fain would my love thy fecret perils (howy 
'Which fate allows not even me to know : 
In Spleen's dark court a thoufand agents dwells 
V/ho bind her victims in the wayward fpell ; ^ 
Perchance three prime fupporters (if her fway^ 
The bufieft of her fiendsi may ciofs thy way : 
■Stern contradiftioBi her illfavor'd child, 
Of fierce demeanor^ and of fpirit wild. 
Bane of delight J and horror of the fex I 

His plan to .puzzle, and his pride to vex !-r 

C 
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I 

Or Scandal) filthy hag I Tt^ho blindly limpt 
^ond the wide earth» fupported by her itnftf 
Her inky demons, who delight to print 
Her bafe fuggeftioui and her envious hint :— 
'Or groundlefsjealonfy, pert changeling I bora 
'Of amorous Vanity, and angry Scorn* 
Whofe bitter taints with public infult dare 
'Safely to wound the uno£Fending fair. 
Proud the fweet joys of innocence to crufli* 
And fpread o'er beauty's cheek the burning bluflu 
Whether thefe kindred fiends, or one or all. 
Shall aim thy airy fpirit to enthrall, 
Are points, my fondnefs tries in vain to reach ; 
But trg^ my caution ! and beware of each ! 

Left to thy lovely mind my words may feem 
The vain chimera of a common dream, 
^y one unqueftionable fign be taught 
To prizfe my prefcncc in thy waking thought I 
An azure ribband, on thy toilet thrown, 
^all make the magic of my empire known 4 



Olti this thy fpoiti?e n«edle try^d icspow'rsy 
And filver fpanglc& form -d the mimic flow'ft ;. 
On thefe my love (hail breathe afecret charm ;. 
With this* my ca&ftus, thy fofc bofom arm t 

Above it let the decent tucker rife^ 

To hide the my/ljc imsd'fham' mortal' 4yes 1 

When Spleen's dark pow'rs would teach that breaft^ 

to fwell, 
This guardian cindlare (hall thofe pow*rs repel ; 

As the touched talifman, mdfe fwift than thought. 

To fave her charge, th* Arabian Fairy brought ; 

So flbalHhis zone, if juftly I'm obcy'dj 

Bring my foft fpirit to thy certain aid. 

In Lovers great name obferve this high beheft i 

Revere my powV — be gentle, and be bled !'* 

Here the kind Sprite her friendly counfel clos*d,. 
And lightly vanifh'd — Still Serena doz'd ; 
Still in fweet trance (h^ fondly feem'd to hear 
The foft perfuafion vibrate in her ear. 
Bat waking now far diff'rent notes (he found $. 
heb plea(iog echoes iaher chamber found :. 
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For now the heralds of the London daj^ 
Stng^ their loud matttns in th- uncrouded way ; 
Th* impatient milk-maid now with early dint 
Screams to the rattle of her pail of tin ; 
With fweep*! faint erf i and* lateft of the crewt 
The deep*'ton*d mufic of the nurm'ring Jew» 
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JL E radiant nymphs I whofe opening eyes coaref^ 
Warmth to the world, and luftre to the day ! 
Think whato'erfhadowing clouds may crofs yourbraini 
Before thofe lovely lids (hall clofe again ! 
What funds of patience twelve long hours may a& ! 
When cold Difcretion claims her daily talk! 
Ah think betimes ! and, while your morning care 

Sheds foreign odours o*er your fragrant hair. 
Tinge your foft fpirit ,with that mental fweet. 
Which may not be ezhal'd by paffion's heat ; 
Btit charm the fenfe with undecaying pow'r. 
Through <every chance of each diurnal hour ! 
O I might you «ll perceive your toilets crown ^4i 
With fuch cofmetics as Sbh&na found ! 
For, to the warning vifion fondly true, 
Now^he qvick fair one to the toilet Aayi A'. 



W.I 
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With keen delight her ravifliM eye farveyM. 
The myftic ribband on her mirror laid : 
Bright (hone the azure as Aurora's car. 
And ev'ry fpangle feem 'd a living ftar. 
With fporthre g^race the fmiling damfel preft 
The guardian cin^ure to her fnowy breaft. 
More lovely far than Juno, when (he (Irovt, 
To look moft lovely ia the eyes of Jove ; , 
And willing Venus lent her ev'ry powV, 
That (heds enchantment o'er the ani-'roas hour 
^ For fpells more potedt on this band were throv 

• ; I • 

lb 

Than Venus boafted in her beauteous zone. 

j fier dazzling cseftus could alone infpire 

The fudden impulfe of (hort-liv.*d defire : . 

1 Thefe finer threads with lafting charms are frai 

Here lies the tendfer but unchanging thought^ 
Silence, that wins, where eloquence is vain. 
And tones, that harmonize, the mad'ning braiuj 
Soft (igbs, that anger cannot hear, and live, 
And fmileiy that teU, how trttly they forgive j 



And lively giace, whofe gajr ^{ffafive Ugkt- 
Puts the black pbaQtoms of the bnin to flightr* 
Whofe ohfierii^g powVs throoghevVj period laft^u 
And make the prefcnt happy as the paft.^ . 

Sach fecret charms this- richer zone poffeft* . 
WhoCb flow'rs now fparkling on Sbrin a*« breaftr^ 

Give, though unfeeny thofefvrelltng orhs- they bindfl^ 
Smiles to h^r face and beauty to her mind : . 
For now, obfervant of the Sprite's beheft, .. 
The nymph conceals them by her upper veft i 
Safe lies the fpell, no mortal may defcry, ^ 
Not keen.PfiNBLQPB's all-piercing eye ; • 
Who conQanti as the fteps of morn advance* . 
Surveys the houfehold with a fe^rching glancet .. 
And ent nng no w,, with all her ufiialcare,., 
Reviews the. chamber of the youthful fair. 
Breath the pillowr not completely hid,. 
The novel Uy— She faw— fhe feiz'd—flieichid ; 
With rage an^:gjee her glaring eye-balls fkflu 

It 

Ah wicked age ! (he cries, ai^ Elthy tra(K I 



K'omthefirft page my jaft abboitence fprings | 
Eor mcMleni anecdotes are roonftrous things :: 
Yet will I fee what dangVoas poifons lurk, . 
To taint thj youth in this licentious work. 
She faid ; and rudely from the chamber ruQi'd^ 
Her pallid cheeky wiih eipe^ation flaih d| 
With ardent hope her eager fpirit (hook. 
Vain hope to banquet on a luTcious book* 
So if a priefty of the Arabian fedt^ 
In Turkifli handis forbidden wine detetft^ , 

The facred mulTulman with pious din^ . 
Arraigns the culprit, and proclaims the fisy , 
Gurfes with holy zeal th* inflaming jaice^ , 
But curfingy takes it for his fecret^ufe* 

The gay SsRSN^y with unrofBed mind* > 
The pleafnig noyel» thus unready rclign'd^- 
The viHon on her foul fuch virtue left. 
She only fmiPd at the provoking theft ; : 
The teazing incident flbe deemM a jeft, ' ' 
Nor felt the zone grow tighter tm her-breai^' 



Now- in fall charms defceads the fiai(h*d fairr . 
For now the morning banquet claims her leare | • 

Already at the boardf^ with^ viands pil'd. 

Her (ire impatient fits, andxhides his tardy chiMf 

On his imperial lips rude hanger reigns» 

And keener politics ufttrp hir brains : 

Bat when her love-infpiring voice he hear^ . 

When- the foft magic of her fmile appears^ 

In that glad moment he at once forgets 

His empty ftpmach« and the nation's debtr t > 

He bends to Nature's more divine control^ 

And only feels the father in his fouL 

^ick to his hand behold her now prefent 

The Indian liquor of celeftial fcent i 

Not with more grace the ne6tar*d cap is gtvei^ 
By rofe-lip*d Hebe to the lord: of heaven. 
While her fair hand» a frelh libation poor, 
Fa(hioA*s loud thunder wakes the foundiflg dO<irr. 
The light Sbrbha to the window fpring% 
©a curtofity's amvfive wii^gft >. 
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Her quick eyes fpacUe>with farprizci tafte^ 
The glories of aygoldeo vis^a-vis : 

Its glitt'rii)g ublet gleam'd with iniiDic pearly 

/ 
And the rich coronet announcM an earh 

The good old. knight g.rew fomewbat prood to hcf 
Of this new vifit from the early, peer : 
Sbr^na recolledls the vifion's troth* 

And flatt*ring». hopes ic>is the promised youth :, 
» PfiN£L0PE fromher high chamber peeps ;, 
There b^r unSnUh'd charms (he coyly vkeeps : 
With fage referve ber modefiy abhorr'd. 
To iChew her morniog face before a lord. 

The peer alxglits : the well-ranged vafials bai 
His founding tide through the (pa^ioas ballt 
Till in the deep ialoon!s e^^tremeft bound 
Th' ear-tickling words, « Loan Jilligkbb»'' ttb 
As when great Heftor^ fetting war sipart» 
Advanced to p^lex>.with h\» ipe^ athwart» 
The Grejdss beheld kirn wiih« OiU ddighc ;. 
Audiilcat ref!reace;ftqpt tbeiiifisg fig^t t. 



mith fach refped, but UBchadis'd bj fear^ 
•Sim GiLBBET and the nymph firft met the peer) 
Andy whfle his morning compliments commence^ 
The flighted breakfaft (lands in cold fuQ>enfe» 
But far unlike to Hedor*s ruder grace* 
His modern ftature and his modifli facet 

Nor lefs he differs from thofe barons old* 
Whofe arms are blazon'd on his car of gold ^ 
Whofe prodrate caftle guarded once the landSf 
Where, fpruce in motley pride, his villa ftandSf 
By tafte ereded, in her trimmeft mode. 
Her mufliroom ftrudure, and her ^juaint abode. 
As the neat daify to the fun's broad flowV, 
As the French boudoir to the Gothic towV, 
Such is the peer, whom fa(hion much admires^ 
<!ompar'd in perfon to his ancient fires : 
>For their broad ihoulder, and their brawny calf. 

Their coarfe, loud language, and their coarfer lau£^ 
His finer form, more elegantly Aim, 
Difplays the faihionable length of iimb « 
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With foreign (hrags his country he regards* 
And her lean tongue with foreign words he krdf 4 
While Gallic graces, who correal his ftylc, 
'Forbids his mirth to pifs beyond a fmile. 
As the nice workman in the wooden trade* 
Hides his coaife ground, with fineft woods o'erlaidy 
Thus our young lord, wi& fafliion's phrafe re£n*d| 
'Fineer'd the mean interior of his mind : 
And hence, in courtefy's fofc lufire feen. 
His fpirit ibone, as graceful as his meiti* 
The artlefs fair, on fafliion's kind report. 
Thought him the mirror of a matchlefs court : 
Much ihe his drefs, his language much obfervei^ 
Whofe finer accents prove his feeling nerves. 
Her fancy now the deftin'd lover fpies. 
But her free heart abjures the quick {urttdCsi 
Yet as^ he fpoke, at ev'ry flatt'ring word « 
The vi/ion's promife to her thought -recorr'd* 
Far more parental. pride contrives to blin4 
The good Si& Gilbsilt'& more experienced miad^ 
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Who fondly faw, and at the profpc<ft fmil'df 

A future countefs in his fav'rite child. . 

'But what new flutt'rings (Look Serena's breaft, 

What hopes and fears the mode ft njmph opprefti 

When, with a fimp'rkig fmile, and foft regardf 

The peer difplay'd a mirth-expreffive card. 

Where the. gay Graces, in a fportive band. 

Shew the fweet art of Cipriani's hand ; 

Where in their train, his airy Cupids throng, 

And, laughing, drag a comic mafk along ! 

" We," cries my lord, with felf-fufficient joy, 

Twirling, wiih lordly airs, the graceful toy, 

** We, who poiTefs true fcienoe, we, who give 

The world a lefTon in the art to live, 

Wc for the fair a fplendid f^te defign, 

And pay our homage thus at Beauty's flirine." 

He fpbkc ; and fpeaking, to the bhifliing maid. 

With modifli eafe, th' inviting card conveyed, 

"Where mirth announced her mafque-devoted hour 

la cbarafters entwined with many a flow'r s 

D 
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The blulhing maldy with eyes of quick deCrei 
vView'd It, and felt her little foul on fire j 
•For of all fcenes ihe had not yet fui vey'df 
Her heart moft panted for a mafquerade : 
'But her gay hopes increafing forrows drowa» 
• And dread forebodings of her father's frown* 
In mute fafpenfe to read his thought, (he ttieSf 
And ftrongly pleads with her prevailing eyes, 

Jier eyes, for doubt enchain'd her mode(i tongu 
While on his fov'reign word her pleafuie hung. 
With fuch a tender, and perfuafiTe air 
'Of foft endearment, and of anxious care^ 
Thetis attended from th' almighty fire 
'His fateful anf\\er to her fond defire : 

The good old knight, like the Olympian god, 
hBltH the fair fuppliant with his gracious nod-; 
Her lively fpirit the kind fignal took, 
.And her glad heart in ev'ry fibre (hook. 
The party fettled, it imports not how, 
IThe peer politely made his parting bow« 
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The oymph, with ejes that fparkled joyous fire,, 
Kifs'd the round cheek of her complying fire, . 
Then fwiftly flew, and fummon^d to her aid 
Th' important counfel of her fav'rite maid, 
Tt> vent her joy» and> as the moments prefs, . 
To fijc that Hr(l of points, a fancy-drefs. 

Quick as the poet's eyes o*er nature fly, . 
Piercing the deep, or traverfing the fky, 

With fucb light fpeed her fon4 ideas glance 
O'er play a(id poem, dory and romance. 
While all the chara^ers, (be e'er has read, 
Flafli on her brain, and fill her bufy head. 

Now in Diana's form (be hopes to meet 
A fond Eudymion, fighing at her feet ; 
Now her proUd thought terreftrial pomp afTumes, , 
And Dian's crefcent yields to Indian plumes ; 
Now, in the habit of the Grecian ifles. 
She hears fome Ofman fuing for her fmiles. 
And fees his foul that blaze of drefs outfhiae, 
Whofe wealth impoveri(h'd a diamond mine ; 
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Now (itnpler charms her quick attention draw,^ 

The rofe-crown'd bonnet, and the hat of ftraw, , 

A village-maid (he feems in neat attire, 

A faithful fhepherd now her fole defire, 

Thus, as new figures in her fancy throng, 

*< She's cv'ry thing hj darts, and nothing long ;*' » 

But, in the fpace of one revolving hour. 

Hies through all ftat«s of poverty and powV, 

All forms, on whom her veering mind can pitch. 

Sultana, gipfy, goddefs, nymph, and witch. 

At length, her fdul with Shakefpeare's magic fraughti 

The wand of Ariel fixt her roving thought ; 

Ariel's light graces all her heart pofTef^, 

And Jenny's order'd to prepare the drefs; 

It feems already bought, with fond applaufe ;. 

An azure tiffue, and a fllver gauze ; 

Too foon, alas ! that garb of heavenly hue 

The ready mercer flafhcs to her view. 

Ah blifed to fate I how oft the youthful belle 

Feels her gay heart at fight of tiffue fwell ! : 
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Alid thinks the fafliionable (ilk mad proTe 

• 

Her robe of triamph, and a fpell to love ! ' 

To thee, f^eet inatd» whofe pleafure-dartiag eycr. 

J07 in thw fay'rite veft» an hour (kali rife, 

« 

When thou (halt bate the (ilk fo fondly fought* . 
And wifli thy filver-fpotted gauze unbought * • > 
Tor buff Spleen thy trial- now prepares ; 
Darkly&eforms^her unfufpe^ed fnares ; ^ 

Andy keen (o vaife her pleafure-killing ftdrm» > 
AiTumes Penelope's congenial form; 
lA that prim (hape which all the- graces (hua ! ' 
See the four fiend to good Sir Gilbert run ! ' 
Whercy deeply pondering the public debt* 
Silent he< mufes o'er a new gaxette ! 
Ent'Vingy (he.view'dy with eyes of Envious fpite»'. 
The card^ithat fpoke the mafque* devoted night s ^ 

• Vefcia viens hominum fail fortifqw future^ ., 
Et fervare vfdumy rebus fublata fectmdiu 
Tamo tempus erit^ magno cum optaverit emptwm-f 
Iritaiium PdUantaf et cum fpolia tfta diemfue 
Odtritk . £NEin.z.'y| 501, &ieqb^ 
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Eager fli^ darted on the graceful 107* 
And, fiercel7 pointing to each naked boy, 
<< Canft thou/' (he cr7'd9 tn a difcordant fcreaoay 
That rous'd the politician from his dream* 
While with her voice the echoing chamber rings, 
« * Say ! canft tTiou fufFer thefe flagitious things I 
Are thefe devices to thy daughter brought. 
That wake fuch grofs impurity of thought ? 
In vain are all the prudent vford$ I preach. 
The modeft maxims that I ftrive to teach ; 
By foolifli fondnefs of your fenfe beguiPd, 
You ftill indulge, and fpoil the flippant child : 
For me, whate'er I fay is deem'd abfurd ; 
She fcorns my fage advice :— but, mark my word. 
If to this ball you let the hoyden run, 
Your pow'r is ended, and the girl undone." 
The patriot knight, by interruption vext. 

In his political purfuits perplext, 

..• 
f Zcu PaUr ou ncmefize^ oron tade kartera erga^ ^c* 

Iliad e. v, 872. & fe 
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While he with wrath th' iatruding Mlichief ey'Jr 
Stern to, the falfe PsNfiLOPJs r«;ply*d : 

*< Go 1 teazing prude> ceafe in my cars to venfi 

Thy envious pride> and peeviHi difcoatent i 

To me of prudence canft thou vainly boaft ^ 

Of all my haufhold, thou hail plagu'd me moft i : 

The joys thou blamed a|i^ thy dear delight^ 

By day the vifit, and the ball at night : , 

Andy though too, old a lover to trepan« 

Thy midnight dreatp, thy morning thought is maiv i. 

Wert thou lefs clofely to my blood ally'd, . 

Thou (hould'ft, to cure thee of thy canting pride* , 

Be fent to (igh alone o*er purling brooksy 

Scold village maids, and croak to croaking rooks," 

He fpoke indignant : the fly fiend withdrew. 
Nor inly grievM ; for well her force (he kn^w. . 
As Indian females in a jealous hour, 
Of fecret poifbn try tha fubtleft powV, 
Which fure, tho' flow, corrodes th' unconfcious prcyi. 
And ends its triumph on a didant day : 
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Tlitis the departidg Farj left behind 
Her veaom, latent in Si a Gilbert's mimL' 
The hidden mifchief though no eye obfervefy-* 
He feels it fretting on his alter^ nenres ; : 
B«it the kind habit of his healthy fool 
Still ftruggled h^ard agaidft its bafe codtrol. 
Now Spleen'r dark Tapors; in his bofom hidf . 
Prompt him the promised pleafure to forbid ; 
Now LoveV foft pleadings that dirie thought dtHii 
Atkd faVe thb bloflbin of his daughter*s joy ; 
Her euTious aunt now fefves him for a jeft»' 
And gay good-humor re-afTumes his breaft. 

While Spleen's dark pow'r now finki, and now reril 
At length the day, th' iiftportant day, arrives. 
Which in his breaft snuft end the cloffe debate^ 
And fix the color of Serena's fate. 

Now comes the hour, when the €onvi?ial knig! 
' Waits to begin the dinner's cheerful rite : 
His fond heart ever, with a father's pride, •, 
Joys to behold bis darlbg at his fide «; , 
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BtiC moft the abfence of her Cmile he feeli 

IxMhe gay feafoa of his focial meals :- 

Hence^ while for her the rich repaft attends^ 

His hafty filmmons to the nymph he fdmds ; 

The happy nymph Taper ior cares iadiica 

To ride his anger by a radi excafe' : 

She craves his pardon ; buty for time dittrctti. 

She ft ill- is bufy on her magic yeft :- 

To range her diamonds in a fparklidg zone) . 

She begs to fnatch her fcanty meal alone« 

The knight in fallen date begins ta dikle : 
Spleen, like a harpy, flatters o'er his wine r 
lavifible (he poifons evVy diflh, 
Tinging with ^tt, hi^ mutton^ fowl and -fifliV. 
The more he eats, the more perverfe he. grows $ : 
For as his hunger funk his choler rofe. 
The cloth remoVd, be cries, witb vapors fkk^ > 

The pears are mellow, and the port is thick ; . 
Though nicer fruit Pomona never knew^ 
Aod his rich wine furpafs'd the ruby's hue I 



^ 
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A thoufand times his dizzy brain revolvet 
A ftern command : now donbts and now refolvcf^ 
To bid the nymph defcend, and^ difarray'd* 
Quit her dear projeft of the mafqerade : 
As oft kind nature to his heart recurr'd. 
And love parental ftopt the cruel word* 

Mean time, unconfcions of the brooding florm^ 
The nymph exults in her improving form : 
Gay is her fmile» as thofe the queen of love 
Darts on the Graces in her court abovcy 
While they contrive, with love-infpiring caresy 
New modes of beauty for the robe (he wears^ 
At length, each duty of the toilet paft. 
The glance of triumph on the mirror cafty 
Now the light wand our fiqifh'd Ariel arms ; 
Glad Jenny glories in her lady's charms ; 
And gives full uu'rance, as (he fmooths her veft« 
To the fwest bodings of Sereva's breaft. 

O ! lovely bias of the female foul i 
Which trembling poinu to pUafore's diftant pole i 
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'Which With fond truft on flatt'ring hope relics, 
' O erleaps each peril that in profpcdl lies. 

And fpringlng to the goal, anticipates the prize ! 
Such was Serbna's fear-difcarding date ; 
Her eye beheld not the dark frowns of fate : 
*^he only faw, the combat all forgot, 
The triun^ph promised as her glorious Idt* 
Now, eager to difpUy her light attirCf 
*rhe fprightly damfel feeks her fullen (ire ; 
^is gloomy brow with fportive air (he kift : , 
Ah ! how could Spleen that magic lip refid ? 
That voice, whofe melting mufic might a/Tuage 
The fcorpion Anger's felf tormenting rage ? 

For ne'er did nature to a fire's embrace 

« 

Prefent a filial form of fofter grace ; 
"Or fancy view a (hape of lovelier kind 
-In the bright mirror of her Shakefpeare's mind. 

The fulkey fiend, in fpite of all her art, 
Had liow been banifh'd from the father's heart. 
But that, refolv'd her utmoft fotce to try, 
She fuBimon'd to her aid, her old ally. 
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The fiery demon, temper- troubling Gottt, 
Who finks the lively, andappak the (lout ; 
Who now, affifting Spleen's malignant aim, 
Shoots in quick throbbings thro' Sir Gilbbrt*s fraB 
Thus forely pefter'd by a double foe, 
'Galling his giddy brain, and burning toe. 
The tefiy knight, Vfiih ftern and Allien air. 
Denounced his humor to the (hudd'ring fair : 
'** Go, charige your drefs 1 give up this vain delightl 
I will not hear of mafquerades tonight : 
Your cbaperone's informed (he need not wait 1 
So change your drefs ! and fit with me fedate." 

As the proud daine, whofe avaricious glet 
Built golden cadles in the rich South Seat 
Gaz'd on her broker, when he told her iSirft 
Her wealth was vanifli d, and the bubble hwx^x 
So gaz'd the nymph, hearing her fire deftroy 
Her airy palace of ideal joy. 
Firft her fond thoughts to flatt'ring doubt incline, 
And deem the harfli command no fixM defigni 
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%Qt liie quick fally of a peevifii wordy 
That lore revokesi the moment it is heard : 
Or haply mirth, in mimic wrath ezpreft, 
A feign^d'forbiddance ntter'd but in jeft : 
To this (hort hope her iinking fpirit clungy 
To fee his'ibft'ning ^ts refute his tongue. 
Ah fruitlefs hope ! for there (he cannot find 
The well-known fignals of the friendly mind; 
Stem contradidlion, with the frown of fate^ 
On his darfc vifage reign*d in fallen ftate ; 
Felt in each feature, in each accent fhowni 
Low'r*d in his look, and thunder'd in his tone^ 
Hence the warm bofora of the lively fair 
Now ibiv^rs with the chill of blank defpair : 
Kow difappointment's thick'ning (hadows roll 
A cloud of horror o*er the darkened foul $ 
And fancy, in a (ick delirium toft^ 
Gives doable value to each pleafure loft. 
The Uafied joys, (he laborsto forget» 
Rttfli on her mind, a&d yiraken keen regret « 

£ 
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Her cheek turns pale — the tear prepares to ftar^ 
And palpitation beaves her fwelltng heart. 
But here, Sophrosynb ! thy guardian aid 
Saves from her potent foe the finking maid* 
Her hofotn, into ftrong emotions thrown* 
Kow feels the prefFure of thy friendly zone* 
fiwifc thy kind cautions to her foul recury 
More quick to cancel faults than prone to err« 
As the rough fwell of the infurgent tides 

£y the mild impulfe of the moon fubfides ; 
Soy by her myftic monitor repreft* 
The £qod of paflion leaves her lightened breaft» 
From her clear brain each cloudy vapor flie^ 
And joy's bright ray rekindles in her eyes* 
Reviving gaiety full lufire Ipread 

0*er all her fearures, and with finiles ihe faid s 
** Let others drive to pleafiire^s dillant dome 1 
Be mine the dearer joy to pleafe lit liome V* 
Scarce had flie fpoke, when tbc, with ^rtife t^Ssf 
Prefi iier Piano-forte's favVite keySf 
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Cycr fofteft notes her rapid fingers ran^ 
Swttt prelade to the Air (he thus begaa & 

SoFHftosTHS I thou guord unfeea ! 

Whofe delicate control 
Can turn the difcord of chagria 
Tq harnoony of foul 1 

Above the lyre, the late above» 

Be mine thjr melting tone^ 
Which makes the peace of all vre lovfr 

The. bafis of our own ! 

So fang the nymphs sot uninfpxrM : the fpritufc 
Invoked (o fondly in the myftic ritCi 
With richeft mufic fwelPd her warhlihg throfttf 
And gave new fweetnefs to her fweeteft note* 
As when the feraph Uriel firft begun 
To carol to the new-created fun. 
The facred echo (hook the Taft profound,. 
And chaos periCh'd at the potent (bund : 
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So, at the magtc of Serena's ftratn, 
Spleen vaniCh'd from her fire's chaotic brain- ;, 
Whofe fibres, llghten'd of that load, rejoice 
In the dear accents of her dulcet voice. 
Much he inclines his mandate to recal. 
And fend the fair one to the promised ball ; 
Bu^ftabborn pride forbids him to revoke 
The folemn fentencci which ill-bumpr fpoke*. 
Still, confcious of her pow'r, the nymph prolongs 
The foft enchantment of her foothing fongs ;, 
Which his fond mind in firm attention keepi 
To his fist hour of fupper and of ileep : 
This, now arriv'd, tlie knight, retiring, fliei. 
A double bleffing on his darling's head ; 
And with unulual exultation pred 
His lovelj child to his parental bread. 

Thus while to reft the happy fire withdrew^ 
The nymph, more happy,, to her chamber flew ; 
And, Jenny now difraifs'd, the grateful fair 
Breathes to her guardian Sprite this tender pray'c & 
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<< Thou kind prefer ver I whofe attentive zeal. 
Gives me, in this contented -hour> to feel. 
That deareft pleafare of a foul refiaM, 
The triamph of the felf-corre^ed mind ; 
If, happy in the ftrength thy f miles 4mpart, 
I own thy favor in no thanklefs heart. 
Still let me view thy form, fo juftly dear ! 
Still in kind vifions to thefe eyes appear I 
Thy friendly dictates teach me. to fulfil !. 
And let thy aid avert each future ill I" 

While fond devotion taught her thus to fpeak,^ 
The foft down finks beneath her lovely cheek. 
And fettling on her lips, that fwectly clofc,, 
£ulence, enamor'd, lulls her to repofe*.. 
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jL E kind tranfporters of th* excarfivc foul ! 
Ye vifiqns ! that» when night eo wraps the poIe|. 
The lively wanderer to new worlds convey^ 
Efcaping from her heavy houfe of clay^ 
How could" the gentle fpirit, foe to ftrife. 
Bears withoat 70U9 this coil of waking life ? 
Its grief-embitter'd cares, its joylefs mirth ^ 
And all the flat realities of earth ? 
Sweet phantoms ! you the glowing hope infpire) 
You give to beauty charms, to fancy, fire, 
"When, foaring like the eagle*s kindred frame, 
The poet dreams of everlafting fame ; 
Or, tickled by the feather of the dove. 
The fofter virgin dreams of endlefs love. 
There was a time, when fortune^s bright decrees 
Were fcen to realize fuch dreams as tbefe : 
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Nbw dangerous viftoni the fond mifiddeeojr 
Vainly to pane (or unexiSiflg. jOf, 

While belles and bards wichaioumfol figbsezelum^ 
Mortality has (eizU both Lore and Famcb 
Ah, fair SeaxN^ might die boaft be ours^ 
To clear from fach a charge the^i heav'nljr powers .1 
Bled ! might thy bard deferve in Fame to iee 
A guard as faithfuli as Love pcoves to thee I 
Bleft ! if that airy being, gild his' lifet ^ 
Who fat'd thee, trembling on the brink of Srife^ 
And now, kind prompter of thy ni^tly chream^ 
Fiird thy rapt fpirit with her (acred beam^ I 
For fooQ as dumber fet thy foul at larg^, 

Thy Guardian Pow'r re-vifited her charge ; 
And, lightly hov'ring o'er th' illumin'd bed# 
Thus, with fond finiles of approbation^ (aid ; 
« Well {M thou paft, fweet maid, one trying fcene^ 
One fiery ordeal of the tyrant. Spleen : 
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ThtiSi my Sbrbna) may xhj force fuftain 

Each harder trial, that maj yet remaia J 

Againft the fiend» to fortify thy foul^ 

By ufefal knowledge of her dark control, 

I come to (how thee^ what no mortal eye^ 

Save thine, was e'er permitted to defery ; 

The realms, where Spleen's infernal agents goad 

The gho(Uy tenants of her drear abode^ 

Now fammon all thy ftrength I throw fear afide^ 

And firmly truft in thy sctherial guide !" 

She fpoke : and thro' the night's furrounding fliadl 
Th' obedient nymph, not unappaird, conveyed ; 
Through long, long trafh* of darknefs, on they pa{ 
With fpeed, that ftruckthe trembling maid aghaftj 
Till now, recov'ringby degrees, (he found 
Her foft fooe prefs upon the folid ground. . 
Encourag'd by her guide, at length (he tries 
To fearch the gloomy fcene^ with anxious eyes* 



* " Through me ye pafs to Spleen's teniae domat, 
hrough me, to EWcontcnt's eternal home : 
hrough mot toihof?, who ikdden'd human life^. ' 
Y fallen humor or vexatious ftrifc ;, 
nd here, through fcenes of endlefs vapors hurl'df. 
ire punifh'd in the forms they plagu'd the world ; . 
idly they feel no joy, who none beftow» 
11 ye who enter, ev'ry hope forego I'* 

I'er an arch'd cavernt rough witlxhorrid (toBe>. 

» 

In which. a feeble light, by fialhes, (hone,. 

:kefe charaders, that chiird her foul with dread|. 

ERBNA, fizt in filent wonder> read. 

ks (he began to fpeak, her voice was drowa'd; 

)y the Arill echo of far other. found : 

* Per me Jt va nelh citta doknte^ 
Per me Ji va neW eterno doUre^ 
Per me Ji va tra la perduia gente^ . 

f 

Lajclate ogm /^eranza^ voi cV intrate%, 
^fle parole di c^iore ofittro 

ITii^ h fcritte al fmmo d* una porta* 
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Xbrth from the portal lamentable criei 
Of wailing infantSi without nambert rifei 
Compaffion to this poor and piteons flock 
Led the foft msdd (Ull nearer to the rocl& 
The pining band within flie now efpy'd^ 
And, toach'd with tender indignation^ cr j^d*. 
^ How could thefe little {ormSf of life fo brief*. 
Deferve this dire abode of lading grief }" 
" —Well naajT thj gentle heart be fore concerned 
At fight fo moving,'' the mild Sprite returned i 
^ Thou feed in thofe whofe waUings wound thjen^ 
The puny progenjF of modetft peers r 
Thdr firesy by av'rice or ambition led, 
Aliens to Iot^, approacb'd the nuptial bed i. 
With proud indiffVence, and withhold diftaftc;^ 
Their homely brides xeluAanily embrac*d» 
And by facL union- gave difidrous birth 
To thefe poor pale incumbrances of earth. 
Who, bred in vanity, with pride their dow'r, 
Wer« Spleen's fure viftims from their natal hour, 
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And m their fplendid cradles pul'd and imi*d» 
'Till face their ill-fpun thread of life antwia'd» 
And to this veftibule conveyM their ghoftsy 
To form the ran-guard of th' infernal hofis^ 
Bat let not pity's ineffedual charm 
Impede thy progrefs, or thy flrengtb dihxm 1 

Follow, and fear not : guarded by my care 
From all the phantoms that around thee glare.** 

She fpoke ; and enter'di ere the nymp^ reply'df 
A pafs that opened in the cavern's Q^e» 
L0W9 dark, and rocky— with her body bent» 
Sbrbma foUow'd down the dire dcfcent. 
A. fadden light foon (truck her dazzled view ( 
But 'twas a light of fuch infernal hue. 
As double horror to the darkneb gave. 
With dread refledion from a duiky wave. 
Round a black water tatter'd ipedres (land, 
With each a tiny taper in his hand 4 
Fierce mendicants ! who firive fome alms to wia 
From the fair wand'rer, with iacefTmt dia» 
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The gtrardian Spirit faw Serena grieve, 
To hear of wants (he knew not to relieve i; 
And to the gen'rous nymph in pity cries : 
<* The gulf of Indolence before us lies. 
O'er whofe dull flood, to which no bank is fcen» 
A boat mud waft thee to the dome of Spleen. 
Thefe pallid figures, thstt around thee prefs. 
And haunt thee with importunate diftrefs. 
On earth were beggars of each different claft. 
Though blended here in one promifcuous maTs. 
The poor, who fpurn'd kind induftry's control. 
The rich whobegg'd from penury of foul : 
Both by their abjcft pride alike debased, 
Blafphem'd that nature, whicTi they both difgrac'^i 
And, hither by the fullen fiend convey 'd, 
Here ftill they ply their incffeaual trade-; 
In chafe of^each new pafTenger they run, 
Condemn'd to beg from all, to gain by none, 
But.fiom ihefe wretches turn ihy fiuitlcfscarc'i 
Behold ilie gulf before thee and beware I 



\ 
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Nor touch the ftreaiiiy which mortal fenfe o'ercomest 

And by iu baleful charm the foul benumbs !** 

" Can mortal pafs !" the fliuddViog nymph reply'd, 

''This fullen/ilowy unnavigable tidci 

In wbofe black current this enormous mound 

Of (hapeleffl Aone appears^ this horrid bounds 

That feems an everlafting guard to keep 

O'er the dull waters that beneath it creep V^ 

While yet (he fpokcy with a refounding Ihock| 
Torth from the arch of the impending rock. 
Which o'er the murmuring eddy hung fo low^ 
The lazy river fcarce had room to floWy 

Of rude conftiu6lion» and in roughed plight^ . 
A boat now ifTu'd to Seibna's fight $ 
An empty boat, that flowly to the (hore 
Advanc'd, wlihout the aid of fail or oar $ 
Self-mov d it fcem'd^buc foon the nymph beheld 
A griily figure^ viho the ftern impelled* 

F 
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'Wading behind, the horrid fotm appear 'd ; 
Above the water, his ftrong arm he rear'd. 
And *crofs the creeping flood the crazy veffel fteer'd. 
The heav'nly Sprite obferv'd her trembling wards 
Whofe growing fears the liideous pafs abhor'd. 
And cheering thas (he fpake : <' This fpedlre boafis 
The chief dominion of thefe dreary coafts ; 
To him, thy pilot, without dread, confign. 
And place thy body in his barque fupine ! 
So through this arching rock thou'lt pafs alonef 
Safe from the perils of th' incumbent (lone : 
JEmbark, undaunted !— on the farther fide 
Thou'lt furely find me, thy unfailing guide. 
:Nor let this pilot raife thy groundlefs dread. 
This fuUen Charon of the frowarddead, 
A phantonsi-never bleft with human life, 
Though oft on earth his noxious pow'r is rife ; 
And in that region, ne'er from error free, 
'The words he dilates are adlgnld to me. 
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OBferve this fiend, that Nature fcorn'd to frame, 
Oflfspring of Pride, and Apathy his name ! 
PaflSons he ne'er can feel, and ne'er impart, 
A mif-created imp, without a heart ; 

In place of which, his fubtle parent pinn'd 
A blddder, filled with circulating wind, 
Which feems with mimic life the mafs to warmi 
And gives falfe vigor to his bloated form. 
But place thee in the boat his arms diredl, 
M7 love fliall watch thee, and my pow'r proteft,''' 

So fpake the friendly Sprite ; th' obedient maid' 
Her form along the narrow veflel laid : 
But oh ! what terrors fliake her tender foul. 
As from the (hore the barque begins ta roll* 
And, fever'd from her friend, her eyes difcern 
The (leering fpeftre, wading at the ftern ! 
Far ftronger fears her refolution melt," 
Than thofe which erft the bard of Florence felt» 
When, by the honored (hade of Virgil led 
Tiuough all the dreary circles of the dead;». 



5*8 THE TKIUMFHS 

Heirs fierceft demons threatened to divide 
The living poet from his fliadowj guide ; 
And bade him» friendlefs^ and alone, return^ 
Through the dire horrors of the dark fojourru 
Not long the bvely fair one's t;ierrors lad ; 
For, fafely through th* impending rock fhe pall :. 
And, flow advancing to the gloomf ftrand. 
The fuUen pilot brings her fafe to land. 
There, fondly hov'rxng on her guardian plumcgy. 
The heav*nl7 monitor her charge refumes ; 
And, fouling, leads along the rocky road> 
Whofe windings open into Spleen's abode. 

Thou queen of fhades ! whofe fpirit-damping fpelb 
Too oft is feen the poet's pride to queU» 
Maj I^ nnpunifli'd by thy fubtii pow'r» 

Dare to difplay thy fubterranean bowVf 
And to this wondVing upper world explain: 
The (hadowy horrors of thy fecret reign ? 
Entering beneath a wide fantaflic archt 
Round thedtear circuit of the dome they march i: 
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\^ich a pale ilafli from many a fiery Tprite 
Freqaenc illames with intermitting light ; 
Such, as on earth, to SuperAition's eye^ 

Denounces ruin, from the northern fkji 
While {he difcerns^ amid the nightly glare^ 
Armies embattled In the blazing air. 

Around the nymph unnamb^'d phantoms gKde $ 
Here fwell the bloated race of bulky Pride & 
la clofe and horrid uniont there appear 
The wilder progeny of frantic fear $ 
Mif-(hapen monfters ! whofe ftupendou? frame 
Abhorrent nature has refas'd to name. 
Here, in cameleon colors, lightly flic 
The motley offspring of dIforder*d Wit« 
AU things prodigious the wide cave contain*d# 
And forms, beyond what fable ever feigoM : - 
But, as the worm, that, on the dewy greea^ 
Springs half to view, ancf half remains unfecDf 
Perceiving near its cell a human tread^ 

SUniu back to earth, and hidcs^ its timid bead i 

Y z 
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So, \vhere tha heav'nlj Spirit deign'd to lead^. 
The ftartled fpcAres from her ftep recede ; 
And as aba(h*d they from her eye retire^ 

I 

Sink into mift» or melt in fluid fire. 

High on an ebon throne, fuperbly wrought 
With each fierce figure of fantaftic thought. 
In a deep cove, where no bright beam intrudes. 
O'er her black fchemes the fullen emprefs broods* 
The fereech-owl's, mingle4 with the raven*8 plume. 
Shed o*er her furrow'd brows an awful gloom : 
A garbi that glares with ftripes of lurid fiame» 
Wraps in terrific pomp, her haggard frame f 
Round her a ferpenc, as her zone, is rolPd, 
Which, writhing, ftings itfelf in ev'ry fold. 

Near her pavilion, in barbaric flate, 
Pour mutes the mandates of their queen await. 
From fickly Fancy bred, by fullen Sloth, 
Both parents' curfc, yet pamper'd ftill by botht 
Firft ftands Difeafe ; an hag, of magic pow'fy 
Varying her frightful ? ifage ev'ry hour, 
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Her horrors height^niog, as thofe changes lafl;^ 
And each new form mort hideous than the pad. 
Detradion next a Hiapelefs fiendi appears. 
Whole flirivell'd hand a mifty mirror rears ; 
Fram'd by malignant Art th', infernal toy 
Inverts the lorelY mein of fmiling Joyf 
Robs roieate beanty of attractive grace. 
And gives a fiepdame's frown to Nature's face. 
The third in place, but with a fiercer air. 
See the true Gorgon, Dlfappointmenty glare ! 
By whofe terrific pow'r Delight's overthrown ;. 

And Hope's warm heart becomes an icy done. 
Laft, in a gorgeous robe, that, ill beftow'd. 
Bows her mean body by its cumbrous load. 
Stands fretful Difcontent, of fiends the worft> . 
By dignity debased, by bleffings curih 
Who polfons Pleafure with the foureft leav'n» 
And makes a hell of Love's ecftatic hcav'n. 

The guide celeftia!, near this ghaftly groups 
Percciv'd her tender charge with terror droop : 
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•*^Fear noti fwect maid,*' (he cries, " my ftcps purfae^= 
Nor gaze too long on this infernal crew ! 
Turn from Detradtion's fafcinating glafs I " 
In filence crofs the throne ! obferve, and pafs ! 
Beyond. thift> dome, the palace of the queea, 
Her empire winds through many a dreary fcenc^ . 
Where (he torments, as their deferts require^ . 

Her various vi6l:ims, that on earth expire ; 
Each clafs apart : for in a different cell 
The fierce, the fretful, aad the fullen dwell ! 
Thefe (halt thou (lightly view, ia vapors hurl'dt 
Andiwiftly then regain thy native worlds 
But firft remark, within, that ample nich^ 
With ev'ry quaint device of -fplendor rich^ 
Yon phantom, who, from vulgar eyes withdrawn^. 
Appears to ftretch in one eternal yawn : 
Of empire here he holds the tott'ring helm> . 
Priroe-minifter in Spleen's difcordant realm^ 
The.piliar of her fpreading ftate, and more^ 

Her darling ojSfspriDgi whom on earth (he:borc.^. 
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?or as on earth his wayward mother Aray'd 
Grandear, with eyes of fire, her form furrcy'd, 

"r 

And with ftrong paffioa darting from kai||M^oney, 
Unloosed the fuUen queen's relaxant zooe, . 
From his embrace> conceiv'd in moody joy» 
Rofe the round image of a bloated boy s 
His nurfe, was Indolence ; his tutor, Pomp» 
Who kept the child from ev'ry childifh rdmp ; 
They rear'd their nurfling to the bulk you fee> 
And his proudi^arents call'd their imp Ennuu 
This realm he rules, and in fuperb attire 
Vifits each earthly palace of hi$ dre : 
A thoufand (hapes he wears, now pert, now primj^. 
Purfoes each grave conceit, or idle whim ; 
In arms, in arts, in government engages^ 
With monarchs, poets, politicians, fages ; 
But drops each work, the moment it's bcguo^ . 
And, trying all thbgs, can accomplifli none i 
Yet o'er each rank, and age, and fex, his fwaj 
Spreads undiicem'd, and makes the wofld his 
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The light coqaeti amid flirtatloni fighs. 

To fiod him lurk in Pleafure's vain difguife^^ 
Andthewafcnun difcovers, in her cell. 
That hotT-^ater hut augments his fpell. 
As the ftrange monfter of th« (erpent breeds 
ThathauntSy as trav'lers tell^ the marfhy mead» 
Devours each nobler bead, though firmly growHi 
To (Ize and Hrength fuperior to hisown ;-• • • 
For on- the grazing hbrfe, or larger ball>^ 
Subtly he fprlngs, of dark faliva full^ 
With fwiftly- darting tongue his prey anoints • 
With venomy potent to difTolve its joints, ~ 

And, while its bulk in liquid poifon fv^rims, . 
Swallows its melting bone and fluid limbs : 

So this £nnui| this wonder-working eify 

Can vanqvi(h pow'rs far mightier thanhimfelf i: 

Nor Wit nor Science foar his reach above, . 

And ofc he feizes on fuccefsful love. 

Of all the radiant hoft who lend their aid ' 

To light mankind through life's bewildering ^fliad^ 
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Bright Charity aIone» with-cloudlefs raj> 
May boaft exemption from his baleful fway: 
Hade then; fweet nymphi nor let us longer roam 
Round the drear circle of this dang'rous dome ! 
Left e'en thy guide, entangled in hisfpell. 
Should fail to. guard thee from a fiend fo fell i^. 

fia fpeakingi the kind Spirit's anxious care 
Led from the palace the attentive fair^ 
And| winding through a pafTage dark and rude» 
Thus the mild monitor her fpeech renewed : 
" 'Gainft fear and pity now thy bofom fteel. 
For fights more horrible I now reveal ! 

Spleen's tort4ir'd vidims view, With dauntlefs eyes : 
For lo ! her penal realms before thee rife !" 
The nymph advancing, faw, with mute amaze, 
A difmali deep, enormous dungeon blaze. 
Stones of red fire the hideous wall composed ; 
And maffive gates the horrid confine clos'd. 

Th*- infernal portrefs of this doleful dome. 
With fiery lips, that fwell'd with pois'nous foatn^. 
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Pale Difcord, rag'd ; with wboie tormenting toflgtilb 
Through all its caves th' cxtcnfive region rung 5 
A Kving vulture was the fury's crcft ; 
And in her hand a rattle-fnake (he preft> 
Whofe angry joints inceffantly were heard 
To found defiance to the fcreaming bird* 

<< The boundlefs depth of this dire prifon hoUb 
The untam'd fpiriu of imperious fcolds : 
Nor think that females only fill the cave i 
Male termagants have Hv'd, and here they rave^ 
All of each fex are pent within this pale^ 
Who knew no ufe of language^ but to rail." 
Thus to her charge exclaim'd the heav'nly gaide» 
And, as (he fpoke, the portals open'd wide. 
And to th' obfervance of tbe (hudd'ring maid* 
Th^ immeafurable den was all difplay'd* 
But oh I what various noifes from within 
Fill the vext air with one fiupendous din ! 
Mouining's deep groan, and anger's furious caltf 
Terror's loud cry, and a£fe^ation's f^uall* 
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Irtiefcb 6f paflion, the hyftcric fcrcatn, 
And flirieks of frenzy, in its fierce extreme 1 
In this wild uproar, ev'ry found's combin'd, 
That ftuns the feafes, and diftraf^s the mind* 
*' Mark", (to the nympt Sophrosyme began) 
*'The fierce Xantippe flaming in the van, 
The vafe, fhe cmptyM on the fage's head. 
Hangs o'er her own, a diff'rent fho w'r to (bed 5 
For, drop by drop, diftilling h'quid fire, 
It fills the Tizen with new tropes of ire. 

Beyond the Grecian dame extend your view^ 
And mark the fpefbre of a modern (brew ! 
She, who, whene'er (he din'd, with furious look, 
Spurn'd her nice food, and bellorw'd at her cookj 
Here juftly feels a culinary rack, 
Bound, like Ixion, to a whirling jack.'* 
Serbna gaz'd, but foon (he turn'd away. 
Mute with difguft, and (hudd'ring with difmay. 
" To fcenes Icfs hideous let us now repair I** 

(Said the kind guard of the dejefled fair) 

G 
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^ -Andy cheering her faint charge»lier ftep (he k3 
To the near dwelling of the fretful dead* 
Of dufky adaniaat the dungeon rofe $ 
A dingy mirror its dark fides compofe, 
l^efleding with a thouland quaint grimaces^ 
The pale inhabitants' diftorted faces. 
*^ Here, like a^dame of quality array'd* 
Sits Peevifhnefs, prefiding o'er the {hade» 
And frowning at her* own uncomely mleny 
Whofe coarfe refleffion on the wall is feen. 
A fnarling lap-dog her right-hand reftrainS} 
Her lap an infant porcupine contains^ 
'Which, while her fondnefs tries its wrath to ftillt 
Wdunds her each moment, with a pointed quill; 
The froward fpirits here in durance fret» 
Whofe tefty life was one continued pet ; 
Here they in trifles that vexation find, 
^hidh teaz'd on earth their irritated mind; 
Obfervethe phantom, who, with eyes aftanee 
^till to the mirror turns her eager ^[lancei 
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S^ ! to ber cheek, incefTant as (he turns^. 
Her vex'd blood ruflies, and her vifage* burns., 
leauty for hfting.blifs had form'd the maid ; 
Love to her charms his faidiful homage paid ;. 
But » all this fweUing tide of joy to cheeky. 
A fatal freckle rifcs on her neck : 
Her fofc cofmetic8.the griev'd nyjnpfa appliesn- 
Succefs attends ber, and the freckle dies : 
Bat ah 1 this vldiOTj avails her not ; 
She finds an bjdra in the teazing fpot : 
Eaft as one fites, another fitll fucceedsf ■ 
And widi eternal food her fretful hnmor feeds* • 

Near to the nymph, in a more moody fit) 
See the pale phantom of a peevifh wit ! 
Mark with what frowns his eager eyes perufet* 
Wet from the prefii three Critical Hevicws I 
With wounded vanity's difirafling rage 
How rapidly he runs through ev'ry page i 
Hb finds fome honors lavilh'd on his verfc) 
And joy's faint gleams his gloomy fpirit pierce^ 
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Bat oh ! too foon thfife feeble fparks deca]%^ 
And keen vexatloa re-afTumes her prey. 
Hating reproof, in ev'ry fibre fore, 
One cenfur'd partlele torments htm more^ 
More than a htmdred happier lines delight^ 
Whijch lib'ral favor condefcends to cite. 

Bat time will fail us» if we paufe to view 
The various torments of the tefty crew ; 
Thofe wretched chymifts, whofe o'erheated brain » 
Extracts from nothing a fubftantial paio. 
Yet| ere to diff^ent diftri^s we advance, 
Take of one fretful tribe a tranfient glance t 
Their unfafpe(fted panifliments fupply 
A leiToUi ufeful to the female eye« 
Spleen's llveliefl; agent here beguiles the gay^ . 
Fair to attraft, and flatt'ring to betray.'* 

As thus the kind aether ial guardj^n fpokes 

Within a rock> whence plaintive murmurs brok^f . 
She touch'd a fecret fpringj whofe pow'r was focl^ 

Two jarring door3 unfolded at the toucht ^ 
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Ackd, with the charms of regal fj^ettdor brigbt> . 

A cheerful banquet fparkles to the fight* ^ 

Viands fo lighti fo elegantly grac*d» 

Might tempt e'en Temperance herfelf to tafte % 

For fruits alone compos'd th' inttcing treatt 

Fsur to the ejCi and to the palate fweet. 

In fuch bright juice the peach and cherry fwim^ • 

As make the topaz and the ruby dim.^ 

Herci crown*d with ev'ry flow'T^ and gaily drcft t 

In all the glitter of a Gallic Tefti^ 

Whofe ample folds her loathfomo body fcreen'dy . 

A child of lux'ry reigns> a fubtle fiend ! 

Who, with a grace that ev'ry heart allures. 

Smiles on'thefluftre of her rioh liqueurs. . 

Her fatal fmilea their utmoft ppw'r exert 

To poifon beauty at her dire defTert ; , 

To blaft the rofe that health's bright cheek adorns^* 

And fill each feftive heact with- latent thorns : - 

Fbr the fly fiead^cf. ev'ry art ppffell, . 

SteaU oxuh'. aSeftion of her female gueft 3 . 
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And| bf her foftraddrefs, fedacing .eacbf - 
Eltger (he plies them with a brandy peachy 
They, with keen Up, the hiicioas frnit devour | 
But fwiftljT feel its peace-deftroying p6w*r. 
Quick through each veia new tides of frenzy roll i . 
All evil paflloos kii^le in the i<Mil ; 
Drive from- each feature ev'ry cheerful grace» 
And glare ferocious in the fallow face ; 
The wounded nerves in furious conflt^ tear^ . 
Then fink in blank deje^ion and defpair^ 
Effeds more dire» thus tempting to deceivct ^ 
The apple wrought not m the foul of Evei 
However difguis'd* in jellyi or in jam» 
Spleen has no potfon furer than a dram. 

*' But hafte we now" (the heavenly leader cries)-. 
•* To where, this penal world's laft wonder lies I** 
She fpoke ; and led the nymph through deeper deUs». 
Low murmVing vaults, and horror-breatbing ceUs»<<^ 
And now they pafs a perforated cage, 
\9h£Tt rancVous fpeOres without number^ rag,e» 
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^*^A vert thine ejt !•' (the heav'nly Spirit feid) 
<^Nor view tbefe abjefl tribes of ettvioUs dead ! ' 
Who pin'd to hear the- voice of troth proclaim < 
A fiftcr's beauty, or a brother's fame I 
Though crown'd with all profperity tmparUy . 
High in fbeir various ranks^ and fevVa! arts ; 
Yet, meanly funk by envy's bafe control, 
They dy'd in that confumption of the fbal>; 
And here, through bars that twifted adders raake^ . 
And the long volumes of th* envenom*d fnake» 
O'er this dark road rhay dart an aoxious eye» 
Still envying ev*ry fiend that flatters bj* 
Pafs ! and regard them not T^-Th' attentive maidi 
In filent tremor, die behe/l obey'd.^ 

This dungeon croft, her weary feet fhe drags 
Through winding caverns, and o'er icy crags : 
SOul-chilling damps in the dark paflage reign, 
Which Iflues on a vaft and .dreary plain, 
Eann*d by no breezes, with no verdure crown'J iw 
The. black horizon is its only bouxxdk. 



Atid Qowadtancingi in a drizzly mi(H 
ThroBgh fuUen phantomsi hating to eziftf , 
Sbkbna fpiesy high o'er his fobjeAs plae'd^ 
The ghaftly tyrant of the gloomy wade. 
Murm'rmg he fits upon a rocking ftone^ 
Th^ unliable bafe of his iU«foonded throne ^ 
Hideous his face> and horribly his framei 
Mifanthropy the grifly monSer's name i 
Him to fierce Pride» with raging paffion fore^ . 
The frowning gorgon» Difappointment^ bore ; ; 
On earth deteftedy- and by heaven' abhorr'd» 
Of this drear wild he reigns the moody lord*. 
Fbw are the fubje^s of his wade domain^* 
And fcarce a female in his frightful traini 
Except oncchanging corps, of ancient prudes: ; 
Reludlanc here the prying band intrudes. 
Eachi who on earth, behind her SLtifvA fan» . 
Feign'd coarfe averflon to the creature, man» , 
Is doomed, in this dark region, to abide . 
SDme-tranltc&t gain for bypocritic pridc<> 
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ire €?er.daring chains thofe fcoffers biad, 
hofe writings deaden and dcbafe the mind ;.^ 
ho mock creation with injurious fcom, 
id feel a fancied void in plenty's horn* 
his right-hand, an Mnblem of his cares» 
branch of aconite, the monarch bears ; . 

id thofe four phantoms, who this region haunV. 
i feeds with berries from this deadly plant ; 
T, ft range to tell ! though fever'd from its rootf , 
le bough ftill blackens with fucceflive fruit. 
le tribes, who tafle it, burft into a fit 
raving mockery, and ranc'rous wit ; 
id, pleas'd their tyrant's ghaftly fmile to court, , 
' vile diftortions make him various fport. 
le frantic rabble, who his fway confefs, 
fore bis throne an hideous puppet drefs : 
hen in unfcemly rags they have array'd 
le image from their own dark femblance mader, 
horrid gambols round their work they throngs. . 
ith antic dance aQd rude difcordant:fong ; . 
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Satire's rank offals on the block thty fling^^. 
And call it nature, to delight their king : 
While in their features he exults to fee 
The frowns of torture, mizt with grins of glee* 
For, as thefe abject toils engage the crew» 
Their own .grim idol darkens to their Tiew ; 
Wider and more wide its horrid ftatnre fpreads^, 
And o'er the tribe new conKernation (heds y 
For each forgets, in his bewilderM gaze» 
'Tis but a monfter, which he helpM to railc». 
As o*er its form their dizzy glances roUf 
It ftrikes a cheerlefs damp through all the fouU. 
Vainly to fhun the baleful (ight they try. 
It draws for ever the relu<Elant eye : 
At each review with deeper dread they dart ; . 
A colder chaos numbs each freezing heart. 
No mutual confidence, no friendly care> 
Relieves the panic they are doom'ii to bear i 
For as they (brink abforb'd in wild affright^ . 
When each to each inclines bi&. wounded %hi^. 
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'Tbey feel, for focial comfort, four difguftf 
And all the fuUen anguifli of diftruft. 

Around thefe wretches in the drear abod^ 
The ghaftljT grinning fiend, Derifion, rodet 
Who to their wayward minds on earth fupply'd 
Perverted ridicule's majignant tide. 
His fteed of Pegafus the femblance bore ; 
Sut with falfe wings, (hat knew not how to foar « 
Where'er he pafs*d, with mifchief in his look, 
A founding whip of knotted fnakes he (hook ; 
And laugh'd in lathing each pretended fage, 
Whofe malice wore the mafk of moral rage. 
An uncouth bugle his left-hand difplay'd, 
From a grey monkey's fkull, by Cunning mada, 
And fbrm'd to pour, in harmony's defpite. 
Sounds that each jarring fenfe of pain excite : 
And now his livid lips this bugle blew ; 
Through ev'ry den the piercing difcord flew : 
The fiends all anfwer'd in one hideous yell, 
And in a fearful trance S&rbma feliL 
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CANTO IV. 

*iAIL, thou enlighlen'd globe of haoian joy ! 
Where fecial cares the foften'd heart employ ; 
What cheering rays of vital comfort roll 
In thy bright regions^ o'er the refcu'd foul. 
Which 'fcaping from the dark domain of Spleen, 
' Springs, with new warmth, to thy attra^ive fcene \ 
Once more I blefs thy pleafure breathing gale, 
And gaze, enchanted, on thy flowery vale. 
Where foiling innocence, and ardent youih. 

Sport, hand in hand, with beauty and with truth. 
Sport on, fweet revellers ! in rofy bow'rs, * 
Safe from th* intrufion of all evil pow'rs ! 
Ah, fruitlefs wifh of the benignant Mufe, 
Which to this chequer'd world the Fates refufe ! 
For round its-precindls many an ugly fprite 
•^Speedsi undifcern'd, to poifonpure delight : 

H 
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Amidft the foremoft of this haggard batfd^ 
Unweary'd poller of the fea and Iand» 
'Wrapt in dark mifts, mah'gnant Scandal fliesi 
While envy's poifon'd breath the buoyant gale fappKei* 
Though Shbridan, with (hafts of comic wit» 
iPierc*d> and exposed her to the laughing piCf 
Th' immortal hag ftill wears her paper crowoi 
The dreaded emprefs of the idle town : 
■ O'erleaping her prerogative of old, 
To fmk the noble, to defame the bold ; 
In chafe of worth to flip the dogs of ftrife, 
Through all the ample range of public life-; 
The tyrant now, that fandtuary burft 
'Where happinefs by privacy is nurft. 
Her fury rifiug, as her powers increafe* 
^*erturns the altars of demefiic peace. 
Pleas'd in her dark and gall-didilling cloud 
The fportive form of innocence to (hroudf 
•leauty's young train kcr baleful eyes furvey, 
To^mark the faireft» as berfav'rite^prey. 
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H^ncci fweet Se&bma, while ihj fpirit ftray^d ' 
Roand the deep realms of fubterranean fiiadc> . 
This keeoeft agent of th' inferaal powVs 
On earth was bu(ied| in chofc tranquil hourVf 
To blaft thy peace, and poUbn'd daru to aim > 
Againft the honor of thy fpodeis name : 
For Scandal, redlefs fiend,, who never knows . 
The balmy bleOSng of an hour's repofe. 
Worn, yet uafated, with her daily toil, 
la her bafe work confumes the midnight oil. . 
O'er fiercer fiends when heavy flumbers creep». 
When wearied avarice and ambition fleep, 
Scandal is vigilant, and keen to fpread 
The plagues that fpring from her prolific head* . 
On truth's fair baCs (he her falfehood buildsj . 
With tinfel fencimen^ its furface gilds ; 
To nightly labor from their dark abodes 
The demons of the groaning prefs fhe goads^ . 
And fmiles to fee their rapid art fupply 
Ten thoufand wings taev'ry infant lie* . 
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In-triuinph now behold the hag applaud;. 
Her keen andfav*rite imp, ingenious Frauds 
Her quick compofitor^ whofe flying hand 
Has cios'd the paragraph (be keenlj plann'd.- 
No n]^ph ihe nam'd> yet mark'd her vile intentj 
That dullnefs could not mifs the name (he meani 
In fatire's tints the injured fair (be drew. 
In form, an angel, but in foul, a Jew. 

It chanc'd her fire among his friends enroU'd 
A wealthy fenator, infirm and old ; 

Who, dup'd too early by a gen'rous heart, 
Rafhly afium'd a mifanthropic part : 
Though peevifh fancies would his mind incrufty^ 
Good»nature's image lark'd beneath their ruft ; ^ 
And gay Serena, with that fportive wit 
Which heals the folly that k deigns to hit| . 
Would oft tlie fickneft of his foul beguile,: 
And teach the fullen humorid to fmile ; 
Pleas'd by her virtuous frolics to afluage. 
The mental anguKh of di&empe|[*d age*. 
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Tbts ancient friend) in a (arcaftic (ketch» 

Was mark'd bj Scandal as^ a moneyed wretcbf-, 

For whom thc^onng, yet mercenary fsur 

Had fubtly fpread a matrimonial fnare. 

With fuch bafe matter, more difiEofely wrought^ • 

The fpirit-plercing paragraph was fraughtf 

O'er which with gUe the eye of Scandal glar'dy , 

Which for the opening prefs herfelf prepared ; . 
She on the types her inky wad let fally 
And fmear'd each letter with her bitt'reft gall i : 
The prefsi whofe ready gripe the charge recetvesi . 
Stamps it fttcceffive on ten thoufand leayes» 

WJiichi pil'd in heaps, impatient feem to lict 
They only wait the dawn of day, to fly. 

Now, as the child, in lonely chamber laidyU 
Mute in the dark, and of itfelf afraid) 
When, haply confcious of the pain it feclty > 
The watchful mother to its pillow fieals. 
Springs to. her breaft, and ihakes of all alarm V; 
Feeling its fafety in her foft*riog frm*-; - 
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with fuch quick joy» in Innocence as youngs.. 
The foft Sb&bna from her pillow fprung, . 
Pleased to awake from. hex terrific dream^ 
And feel the cheerful fun's returning beam* ^ 
Eager (he.rofp, in bufy though t| nor ftaid 
The wonted fummpns of her punftual maidy ., 
And a^ her own. fair hands adjuft her veft, . 
The guardian cinfture flutters on her bread ; 
For fondly, when (he wak'd or whc^n fhe flept, ^ 
Still round her heart th' important zone (h& k^pt* , 
Thou.happy girdle ! to thy charge bz juft ! . 
Firm be thy threads, a.nd faithful to their truft ;,; 
For hours approach, when all the (lores they hide.^- 
Of magic virtue, muft be ftrongly try'd !— . 
Now, while her kind domeftic heart intends ^ 
To pleafe her early fire the nymph defcends y^ 
But fleep, whp left the fair with.fudden flighty 
With late wings hover'd o'er the.goodcfti4 knight J.; 
And the chill circle of the lone faloon . 
Informs th; (hjv'ring maid (k* raft too, faoiw.: , ^ 
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*Ti8 tnie» attentive John'g unfailing care^ 
Began the rites of breakfaft to prepare ;.? 
Bat yet no fires. on the cold altar burnt . 

No fmoke arifes from the filver um^ 

And the blank tea-board, where no viandsla]^ -. 

Only fupply'd the paper of ihe day. 

Though mtld Serena's peace-devoted mi^^ 
The keen debate of politics declin'dy 
And heard, with cold contempt, or generous hate|\ 
The frauds of party and the lies of ftate ; 
Nor car'd much more for faOiion's loofe intrigueS). 

Than fadtious bickerings or foreign leagues ; 
Tet, while (he faunters idle and alone, 
Her carelefs eyes are on the paper thrown* - 

As fome gay youth, when iportive friends-engage 
Tq^iaw the furious. ourang in his cage^ 
If, while amus'd, he fees the monller grittf' 

Ai\d ^trufts too carelefs, to the bolts within, . 

» 

If, the fly be#i(l, as near the gate he draws, 
Tx^ hiat, ungsiacdedf witbcproj^^^ paws, , 
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Starts at the wound, and feels his bofom thriST^ 
With pain and wonder at the fadden ill s 
So did Sbrbna ftart, fo wildlj gaze» 
la fuch Riixt pangs of angutfh and amazey 
Feeling the wound which Scandal had defign'd ^i 
To lacerate her mild and modeft mind* 
Startled, as one, who from ele^ric wircy . 
Unheeding, catches unfufpedttd fire. 
She readsy then ahnoft doubts that (he has read^:. 
And thinks fome vifion hovers round her head* . 
N0W1 her fix t. eye fome firiking words confine^ . 
And now (he darts it thrice through ev'ry line $ . ' 
Nor could amazement more her fenfes (hakC) 
Had ev'ry letter been a gorgon*s (hake. 
Now rifing indignation takes its tum^ 
And her fluCb'd cheeks with tingling blufhes bttni> 
With reftlefs motion and with many a frown, 
Through the wide room flie paces up and down : 
Now, mufmg, makes a momentary (land. 
The fatal paper fiott'risg iahenband*.. 
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5o the (by. bird, bj cruel fportfmen fpruag. 
And by their random-fire, fevcrely ftux^, 

Scared, not difabled, hj. the diftant wound, 
Now trembling flies, now ikims along the ground^ 
Now. vainly tries, in fome feq,uefter'd fpot, 
From her gor'd bread to fh^ the galling (hot. ^ 

Ye tender nympbs! wbofe kiadling fouls would flaneur, 
Tottch'd, like Sbrbna's, by injurious blamet^ 
O let your quick and kindred fpirics form . 
A Tivid pi^ure of the mental ftorm 
In which (he labor'd, axxd wbofe force to palate 
The Mufe's firongejl tmts appear too faint ; 

lo fympathetic thought her fuff'ring fee ! 
5iJt O, forercr from fuch wrongs be free ! . 

Her faithful girdle try'd its pow'r to fave» . 
And oft a n^onitory impulfe gave ; , 
Still unregarded, ftill unfclt, it pr©ft 
With ufelefs energy her heaving bread, ., 
Her mind, forgetful of the magic zone^. 
IpU oCthe bucnipg^fliaftby Scsiadftl tbroyrs^. 
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With blended notes of forrow and dlfdain^ . 
Thus, in diTorder'd language, vents its pain r . 
"> Had malice dar'd my honor to defame^. 
The felf-refuted lie had loft its aim : 
Bjit here the world, deceived by fland'rons arti^ « 
Muft think Serena has a venal heart.'* 
A venal heart i at that detefted foand> 
In fwelling angnifh'her funk voice was drown'd»< 
Now was a fearful crlfis of her fate : 
Ciftended now by paffion's growing weight. 
And for its miflrefs fiU'd with confcious dread, 
The raagic girdle crack 'd through ev'ry thread, 
And fnapp'd perchance by Scandal's force accurft» 
From her full heart the guardian zone had burft^.^ 
Andy fpice of all the virtues of the fair. 
The fpell of bappinefs had funk in air. 

But that SoPHRosYNs, whofe friendly fear 
Timely forefaw this trial too fevere. 
An early fuccor gained from fecret love, 
From Uie jFeU kite to (hatch the faUiog dovcik 
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As Nature fiodies» in her wide domain, 
To blend fome antidote with evVy bane ; 
Thus her kind aid the friendly pow'r contriv'dy 
That from the Quarter whence the wound arriv'd» 
There flow'd, the angulfii of that wound to calmy 
A foothingy foft» and medicinal balm/ 
As in her agitated hand, the fair 
' Wav*d the loofe paper with diforder'd air. 
In capitals (he faw Sersna flame ; 
She blufli'd, (he fhudder'd, as (he view'd the name ; 
^ Her ready fears fubflde in new farprife^ 
And eager thus (he reads with lightened eyes : 



^ Go» faithful fonneti to Sbreha lay 

What charms peculiar in her features reign : 

A (Iranger, whom her glance may ne'er furvey. 
Pays her this tribute in no flatt'ring ftrain. 

Tell her, the bard, in beauty's wide domain. 
Has feen a Virgin^s cheek as richly gloyr, 
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A bofoniy where the blue meandring vein 
Sheds a foft lullre through the lucid fnowy 

Eyes that as brightly flafb with joy and youth, 
And locks, that like her own, luxuriant flow : 

Then fay, for then fhe cannot doubt thy truib^ 
That the wide earth no female form can (how 

Where nature^s legend £o diftinftly tells. 

In this feir (hrine a fairer fpirit dwells/ 



With curious wonder the reviving malS 
View'd this fond homage to her beauty paid % 
A fecond glance o'er ev'ry line (he caft, 
And half pronouncd and half fupprefs'^d the lafts 
While modeft pleafure, and ingenious ptide, 
Her burning cheek with deeper crimfon dy'd. 

CPraife ! thy language was by lieav'n defign*fl| 
As manna to the faint bewilder'd mind : 
Beauty and diffidence, whofe hearts rejoice 
In the kind comfort of thy cheering voices 
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In this wild' wood of life, wert thoii not nigh> 
Muft, like the wand'ring bab^s, lie down gnd cKe ^ 
But thy fweet accents wake new vital pow'rSf 
And make this thof tiy path a t>ath of flow'rs i 
A^ oily on ocean's troubled waters fpread> 
Smooths the rough billow to a level bed. 
The foothing Thjmtf thus foften'd Into f eft 
The painful tumult of Serbia's bread. 

Now» to herfelf reftor^d, the confcious ms^id 
The lurking fiend's infidious fnare furvey'd ^ 
Her nervesi with grateful trepidation^ own^ 
A flighter prefiure from the faithful zone ; 
Aad in fond.thought (he breathes a thankful prayer 
Former «therial guardian's conftant care ; 
Yet with a keen defire her bofbm glowed, 
To hear from whom the gentle fonnet flow'd % 
But kind SoPHROSYNEy who watch'd, uufeenj 
To ihield her vot'ry from the wiles of Splee^i 
As friendly love had fixt a future timej 
V^hen to reveal the fecret of the rbym^ 
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Stroyey till that hour, her hncj to reftraia 
Kor let her anxious wi&es rife to pain. 
As gaiety's frefli tide began to roU» 
Faft in the fuelling channel of her foul. 
The good old knight defcends, though eager> fiiowi 
The gout flill tingling iniiis tender toe ; 
And now, paternal falutations paft> 
His eyes he keenly on the paper caft, 
'While his fweet daughter, with attentive graces 
. Before him fiiesf his ready cup to place ; 
For tea and politics alternate (liare» 
In frieidly rivalihip, his morning care* 
Tho' fmooth as oil the knight's good humor flow^ 
liVhen the mild breeze of plealant fortune blows> 
Yety quick to catch the cafual fparks of ire. 
Like oil, it kindles, into mounting fire ; 
And fiercely now his £aming (pirtt blaz'd» 
While on thofe galling words he wildly gaz!df 
Whofe force had almoft work'd into a ftorm 
.7be gentler elements in beauty's form. 
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As the farcaftic fentence caught his vltWf 

Back from the board his elbow-chair he drew^ 

And, by (harp ftings of fudden fury prick'd. 

Far from his foot his gouty ftool he ki(^'d. 

Fierce as Achilles, by Atrides (lung, 

He pour'd the ftream of vengeance from histonguCr 

But ah, thofe angry threats he deign'd to fpeat. 

Had founds, alas ! far difl?ring from the Greek* 

Kage, from his lips^ in legal language broke ^ • 

Of juries and of damages he fpoke : 

And on the printer's law-devoted head 

He threaten'd deep revenge, in terms mod dread i 

Term's, that with pain, the ear of beauty pierce. 

And oaths too rough to harmonize in verfe. 

'While thus the good old knight, with pafllon hot^ 
His toad negle^ed, and his tea forgot, 
The difcord of the drama to increafe. 
Now prim Penelope aflails her niece ; 
For, as Sir Gilbert now, with choler dumb^^ 
Points her the period with his angry thumbs 
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«« Ah !^ brother,'* cries the ft iffr malignant Grone, , 
(Her (harp eye fwlftly through the fentence thrpwa) 
** Scanjal could never rife tQ heights like thi^ . 
But from the manners of ej^ch modern mifs ; 
Had but my niejce> lefs giddy apd more grave>>^ 
Qbferv'd the prudent hints I* often gave— .— 

The honeft knight.her vik. conclufion faw, . 
And quick curtail'd it, vdth a tefty " Pfhaw I** 
Meao, while the gentle maid, who heard, the taunt|t 
Survey'd, without a frown, her prudifli aunt : 
Far other thpughts employ'd h^r fofter mindi. 
To .one fwect pwrpofe all her foul inclined ; 
How Hie might clofe th' unpleafant fcene, hoWrbefl;;^ 
Reftore good-humor tp her father's breaft.^ 
Hpr ai^y guardian, with delight, furvey'd^, 
Thefe tender wiflies in the lovely maid» . 
And, to accomplifli what her heart defir'd, . 
Trains of new thought, above her age, infpir'd.-. 

As Venus on her fon's enlighten'd face 
Shed richer charms, and more attra(biye grace^^ 



OF TEMP£R, 95 

When, iflfuing forth from the diflblvlng cloud* . 
His bright form burft on the admiring crowd ; 
So kind Soph ROSYNBy Qofeen, fupplies 
A livelier radiance to Sbrena's eyes $ 
And, ere (he fpeaks, to captivate her fire. 
Touches her lips with patriotic fire. 

It chanc'd, that, tofs'd upon a vacant chair* 
A volume of that wit lay near the fair, 
Whofe value, try*d by fafbion's varying touch, 
Once rofe too high, and now is funk too much ; 
The book, which fortune plac'd within her reach. 
Contained, O Chesterfibld, the liberal fpeech 
lit which thy fpirit, like an Attic fage, 

Strove to defend the violated ftage 
From fetters bafely forg'd by minifterial rage. 
From this the nymph her ufeful leiFon took* 
i^nd thus began, reclining on the book :•-» 
«* If on this noble lord we may rely, 
Scandal is but a fpeck on Freedom's eye>$ , 
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And pn^tic fpirit, then^ will rather bear 

The cafaal pain it gives> b^ growing there^ •. 

Than, by a rafli attempt to move it theQce» . 

Hazard the fafety of a precious fenfe^ 

And by the-effiorts of a vain delire, 

Rob this life-darting eye of all its fire. 

Though the £}fc breaft of innocence may fmapCf i. 

By cruel calumny's corroding darty 

Yet would (he rather ache in ev^ry nerve^ 

And bear thofe pangs (he knows not to deferv^^. 

Much rather than be made. a fenfelefs tool. 

To aid tibe frenzy of tyrannic* rule, 

Of forge one dangerous bolt for pow*r to aim ^ 

At (acred Liberty^s fuperior frame.'* 

As ancient chiefs were wont of old to gazCf ^ 
With eyes of tender awe» and fond amaze» 
On the fair prieftefs^ of the Delphic fane, 
When firft (he utter'd her prophetic drain, 
Entranc'd'in wonder, thus S^a Gilbert viewed .i 
His child, yet more infpir'd, who thus purfa'd ;? r 



**Forine, I •own, thefe lines^ with gaH repleta^ 
fihot through my (imple hcftrt a fiidden heat v- 
Bat happier thoughts mj rifing rage repreft^ . 
And turaM the poiatUis iofult to a jed ; . 
And O ! ihould Slaader ftUl new wrath awake^ . 
Still may my father, for his daughter's fake, . 
Difdaia'the vengtance of litigious ftrife^ .. 
And let Sirbna's anfwer be— her life !" ' 

She ended with a fmiley whofe magic fiame - 
Shot youthful vigor through her father^s frames - 
His age,. his anger, and his gout» are fled : 
•'Enchanting girl !*' wkh tears of joy, he feid,' 
^f-Enchanting girl" twice fcho'd from his tongue-yv 
As fpeakingf from his elbow-chair he fpruag, 
<<^Come to thy father*s arms !— By heav'n thou ar^ 
His own true offspring, and a Whig in heart*'' 

He fpoke ; and his fond arms around her curl'd 
With proud grafp» (eeming to infold the world. 
Her joonfcious heart (be feels with triumph beac» . 
4&^;s to fiad (baL triumph is compleat^ 
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Fdr (liff PBliBLovE» who near.tbtm fioo(f» ' 

«< Albeit uaured to the mekiog mood,'' 

Sqneez'd from her eye-lid one reludant tea^ . 

And foften'dy with » finiky her brow fevere ^ . 

But 'twas a fmile of fuch a gloomy grace^ 

As lighien'd once upon AleAo's face^ 

When Orpheus pad her, leading back to life^.- 

Fi^om Plato's regions, his recovered wife^ 

When lore connnbial, join'd to mufic's fpelV , 

Moiftcn'd, with tedder joy, the eyes of belL 

Far other fmiles, with pleafare*s ibfteft air. 

Gild the gay features of the youthful fair : 

She looks like fportive Spring, when her young cham 

Wind round her hoary fire's reluAant arms. 

And, by a frolic infantine embrace^ 

Banifli the rugged; frown from Winter's face. 

Through the long day fhe felt the glowing tidet 
Of exultation through her bofom glide ; 
And oft flie wifli'd for flow approaching night, 
To hold fwect convcric with her guatdian fpritew. 
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At length the hour approach'd her h^rt defic'd. 

And, in her lonely chamber now retir'd, 

Her tcjader fancy gave the fondeft fcope 

To ardent gratitude ajid eager hopjt.. . 

** Dear airy being !" the foft nymph ezclaim*dr 

''Whofepow'rcan break the fpell that Spleen bajfram'd^' 

Can, by the waving of thy viewlefs wlng» 

0*er darkeft forms a golden radiance fling. 

And make, in minds by forrieft thoughts pcrplezC^, 

This moment's grief the triampb of ih^nezt ; 

I blefs thy fuccor in each trial paft ; 

Be prefent dill, and fave me in the lad V* 

Thus, wiih her lovely eyes devoutly fizt, 
Where rays of hope, and fear, and rev'reiijLce miztj^^ 
The tender fair her faithful guard addreft, 
Then with her cbc;ek her downy pillow preft } 
But long her wakeful lids refufe to clofe> 
For curiofity difpels repofe. 

Her bufy mind the myftic veil would pierce^ . 
l}^t^ hides the author of the pleafing verfe.4 ^ 
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Her lips involuntary catch the chime» 
And half articulate the foothing rhyme. 
Till weary thought no longer watch can keep> 
But fmksi relu£tant> in the folds of ileep* 
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CANTO V. 

W HY art thou fled, O bkft poetic time, 
When Fancy wrought the miracles of rhyme $ 
Wbeni darting from her dar-encircled throne. 
Her poet's eye commanded worlds unknown ; 
When, by her fiat made a mimic god, 
He faw eziftence waiting on his nod. 
And at his pleafure into being brought 
New (faadowy hofts, the vaiTals of his thought^ 
In joy's gay garb, in terror's dread artay, 
J)arker than night, and brighter than the day ; 
Who, at his bidding, through the wilds of air, 
Rais'd willing mortals far from earthly care. 
And led them, wond'ring, through his wide domaiUf 
Beyond the bounds of nature's narrow reign ; 
While their rapt fpirits, in the various flight, 
£hook with focceSiYe thrills of new delight I 
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Return, fweet feafon, graced with fidlion's flow'rs, 
Let not cold fyftem cramp thy genial pow'rs ! 
Shall mild Morality » in. garb uncouth, 
The^houfewife garb of plain and homely truth, 
Robb'd by ftem Method of her rofycrown, 
Chill her faint vot'ries by a wintry frown ? 
No ; thou iwoet friend of mao^ as fuits thee be&i 
Shine forth ift Fable's rich-embroider*d v«ft i 
O make mj ytlfe thy vehicle, thy arms. 
To fpread o*er (bcial life thy potent charms I 
And thou SaniROSYNE, myfterious fprite ! 
If haply I may trace thy Aeps aright. 
Roving through paths untrod by mortal feet. 
To paint for human eyes thy heavenly feat) 
Shed on my foul fome portion of that pow'r^ 
Which fav'd Se&ena in the trying hour, 
To bear thofe trials, which, however hard^ 
As bards all tell us, may befal the bard ^ 
The fop's pert jeft, the critic's frown fevere, '^! 

Learning's proud cant, with envy's artful fnect^i 
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And, the vext poet's lad and word difgrace, 
His cold blank bookfeller's rhyme-freezing face* 
Heace ! ye dark omens, that to Spleen belongi 

Ye (hall not check the current of my fong, 
While Beauty's lovely race, for whom I fing. 
Fire my warm hand to ftrike the ready (Iring* 

As quiet now her lighted mantle laid 
O'er the dill fenfcs of the fleeping maid. 
Her nightly vifitant, her faithful guide, 
Defcends in all her empyrean pride ; 
That fairy (hape no more (he deigns to wear, 
Whofe light foot fmooths the furrow, plough 'd by care 
In mortal faces, while her tiny fpear 
Give^ a kind tingle to the caution'd ear. 
Now, in her nobler fhape, of heav'nly ^itq^ 
She drikes her voi'ry's foul with new furprize, 
Jove's favVite daughter, arm'd in all his pow'rs> 
Appear*d lefs brilliant to th' attending Hours, 
When, on the golden car of Juno rais'd, 
In heavenly pomp the queen of battles blais*d j 
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Willi all her luflre, but without the drerf 
Whieh from her arm the frowning gorgon fhtdf 
SoPHnosYiiB defcendsi with guardian lovcy 
To wafc her g«ntle ward to i^orlds above* 
Prom her fair brow a radiant diadem 
Rofe in twelve ftars, and evVy fep'rate gem 
^hot magic rays^ of virtue to control 
Some padion hoQile to the human fonl. 
Round her fwcet form a robe of aether flow'd. 
And in a wond'rous car the fmiling fpirit rodej 
Firm as pure ivory it charm'd the fight 
JCVith finer polifli and a fofter white. 
The hand of beauty, with. an eafy fwell, 
ScoopM the free concave, like a bendipg. IhelL ; 
And on its rich exterior, art difplay'd 
The triumphs of the Pow'r the car convey'd* 
Here? in celeftial tints, furpafHng life. 
Sate lovely Gentjenefs, difarming Strife ; 
There, youn^ AflFedlion, born of lender Tfaoughf^ 
In rofy chains the fiercer paffions caught^ 
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Ambit!on> with hts fceptre fnapt m twain. 
And Av'rice, fcorning what his chefts contain; 
Round the tame vulture Hies the fearlefs dove ; 
Soft Innocence embraces playful Love ; 
And laughing Sport, the frolic child of Air, 
Buries in flow'rs the fiaking form of. Care. 

Tbefe figures, pcncil'd with a touch fo lights 
That ev'ry image feem'd an heav'nly fprite, 
Breathe on the car ; whofe fight-enchanting frame 
Four wheels fuftain, of pale and purple flame ; 
For no fket animals, to earth, unknown, 

Bear through setherial fields this flying throne* 
A& by the fubtle ele<5trician's (kill, 
Globes, feem to fly, obedient to his will ; 
So thefe four circles of inftinAive fire 
Move by the impulfe of their queen's defire^ 
Mount or defcend by her direding care» 
Or reft, fupported by the buo7ant air. 

Now, fpringing from her car, that hovVing ftaut 
High. ia the chamber of the fleeping maid>, 
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The goddefsj with a voice divinely clear, 
BreathM thcfe kind accents in her vot'ry's ear :-«• 
*' Come, my fair champion, who fo well haft foughl- 
The ufeful battles of contentious thought ; 
To aid thy gentle fpirit to fuftain 

The final conflict of thy deftin'd pain. 

View the rewards, that in my realms of blifs,. 

Wait the fweet vidtor in fuch war as this ! 

So haply may thy mind, with (Irength renew'da 

The dark devices of the fiend elude ; 

By one bled effort feal thy triumphs pad, 

And gain thy promised guerdon in the laft>*' 

As thus fhe fpake, her heav'nly atms embrac*djf. 
And in the car the confcious maiden plac'd. 
Quick, at her wifli, the flaming wheels afcend. 
No clouds impede thqm wherefoe'er they bend, 
As through the empire of the winds they ruth 'd^ 
The winds were all in mute fubmiffion hufli'd : 
And now Serena, from th' exalted car, 
Look'd dowui aftoniOi'dy on each finking ftar y 
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Tlying o'er lacid orbs> whofe diftant light 
Yet has not reached the fcope of human fight t 
And noW| not diftant from the bounds of fpace« 
The guardian fprite fufpends their rapid race ; 
Ahd» while in deep amaze the nymph admires 
The circling meteors' ino£fenfire fireSf 
Pleased at her wonderi the mild ppw*r addreftf 
With kind intelligence».her earthly gueft : 
<* Of thofe thr^e orbs, that in yon chryftal fphere 
A fcp'rate fydem in themfelves appear. 
The laft, whofe luminous and fteady form 
Shines fofdy bright, and moderately warmt 
Contains mypalace, and the gentle train 
Whom I have wafted to this pure domain*. 
At eqiaal diftance my dominions lie 
From thefe.two larger worlds, more near thine eyeit 
Obferve their dlff'rence as our wheels advance* . 
And paOSng, take of each a tranfient glance**' 
So fpeaking to the groffer globe flie fprun^^ 

Ber fiar.fafpendedi o'er its furface hungi^ 
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Iq heavy air ; for rouad this orb was roll*d . 

A circling Yapor, dull, and damp, and cold* 

•* Here" fays Sophrosyne," thofe beings dwellf . 

Who wanted foul to a<fl or ill^ or well ; 

Who faunter'd thoughclefs through their mortal time 

Without a care, a virtue, or a crime 5 

Here ftill they faunter, in this languid fcene : 

But pafs the dozing croud, and mark their queen." 

And now, flow riding on a tortoife' back» 

Her features lifelefs, and each Hbre flack, 

Full in their view the nymphf, Indifference, came 5 , 

# 

The quick Sb&ena foon perceived her name ; . 

For, as in folemn creeping (late (he rode^ 
In her lax hand (he held fair Grevillb's ode. 
Ne'er did the mufe from her fweet treafure cuU : 

Incenfe fo precious ; for a Pow'r fo dulL 
Still, as (he mov'd along her even way. 
The heavy goddcfa try'd to read the lay ; . 
But at each paufe her inattentive eye 
Stray 'd from the paper, which (he held awry > 
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» Nor coald her lips a fingle line repeat* . 
Though the foft verfe, naoft ravilhingly f\veetf 
Through Time's juft ear will lalling pleafure fpread^ . 
And charm the poppy from Oblivion's head* 
Thus, like a city-mayor, whofe heavy barge 
Steers its dull progrefs, at the public charge* 
This Pow'r, {o ciimber'd by her empire's weightf . 
Makes her flow circuit round her fluggifh ftate* 
Around her, tribes of rambling fceptics crawl. 
Though moving dubious, if they move at alL 
Before her, languid Pomp, her marflial, creeps* . 
Whofe hand her banner, half unfolded, keeps t . 
Its quaint device her dull dominion fpoke— 
Ab eagle, numb'd by the torpedo's (Iroke. 

*' Enough of fcenes fo foreign to thy foul,'* 
S<)PHiiosYNB exclaimed ; ^< from this wide goal 
Pafs we to regions oppofite to tliis." 

R 

She fpoke ; and darting o'er the wide abyfs 5 
Her car, like lightning in foft flaflies hurl'dj 
Shot to the confiaes of a clearer world. 
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Kow lovelier ^tewsthe virgin's mind abfdrb^ 

For now they hover'd o'er a lucid orbr 

Jtiere the foft air, luxuriantly warm, 

Imparts newluftre to Serena's form t 

Her eyes with more expreffive radiance fpeafc|» 

And richer rofes open on her cheek, 

Heiey as (he gaz'd, (he felt in ev'ry vein 

A blended thrill oFpleafure- and of pain ; 

Yet cv'ry obje^ glilt'ring-'in her view, 

Her quick regard with fofc attra^ion drew^- 

SopHROSYNEy who faw the gentle fair 

Lean o'er thefe confines, with peculiar care» 

Smird at the tender int*re(l (he difplay'd, 

Andfpoke regardful of the penfive maid t 

« Well may 'ft thou, bend o'er this congenial fphew 

For. Senfibility is fov'reign here. 

Thou feeft her train of fprightly damfels fport, 

Where the -foft fpirit holds her rural court ;. 

But fix thine eye attentive to the plain, 

And mark tUe varying^ wonders of her xtigfiJ!^ 
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As thus me fpoke, fiie pois'd her airy feat 

High o'er a plain, exhaling evVy fweet ; 

For round its precinfis all the How'rs that bloomy. 

Fiird the delicious air with rich perfume ; 

And in the midft a verdant throne appear'd* 

In flmpleft form, by graceful fancy rear'dy 

And deck'd with flowVs ; not fucb whofe daunting dftt 

Strike, with the (Irongeft tint, our dazzled eyes ; 

But thofe wild herbs that tend'reft fibres bear» 

And (hun th' approaches of a damper air* 

Here flood the lovely ruler of the fcene, 

And beauty, more than pomp, announced the queeoi 

The bending fnow-drop, and the briar-rofef 

The fimple circle of her crown compofe ; 

Rjofes, of ev'ry hue, her robe adorn, 

Except th' infipid rofe, without a thorn. 

Through her thin veft her heightened beauties (hinie 9 

i;or earthly gauze waa never half fo fine. 

\ 
Of that enchanting age &cr figure feems. 

When foiHiog nature, with Uie vital be»o» 
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Of vivid youth) and pleafure's purple flame» 
Gilds her accomplifh'd work, the female frame» 
With rich luxuriance tender^ fweetlj wild. 
And juft between the woman and the child* 
Her fair left arm around a vafe (he Aings, 
From which the tender ^lant, mimofa, fprings z • 
Towards its leaves, o'er which (he fondly bends^ 
The youthful fair her vacant hand extends 
With gentle motion, anxious to furvey 
How far the feeling fibres own her fway : 
The leaves, as confclous of <heir queen's command 
Saceeflive fall at her approaching hand j- 
While her foft bread with pity feems to pant. 
And fhrlnks, at ev'ry fhrinking of the plant* 

Around their fov 'reign, on the verdant grOundi 
Sweet airy forms, in my (lie meafures bound. 
The mighty mafter of the revel, Love, 
In notes more foothing than his mother's dove^ 
Prompts the fofc drain that melting virgins fingf 
Or fportivej trips around ^he frolic ring^ 
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"Coupling} with radiant wreaths of lambent Sxe^ 
Fair flatt*riflg Hope and rapturous Defire. 
Unnumbered damfels d»£F'rent charms difplaji 
Penfive with blifs> or in their pleafures, gay ; 
And the wide profpeCt yields one touching fight 
Of tender, yet^iverfifi'd delight. 
'But the bright triumphs of their joy to check. 
In the clear air there hangs a duiky fpeck ; 
It fwells-^it ipreads— and rapid, as it grows, 
0*cr the gay fcene a chilling fhadow throws* 
^I'heibft Sbkbha, who beheld its flight, 
Sufpedts, no evil from a cloud fo light $ 
Por harmlefi round her the thin vapors wreath^ 
Not hiding from her view the fcene beneath $ 
But ah ! too foon, with pity's tender pain, 
. She faw its dire effcA o'er all the plain : 
Sudden from thence the founds of an^alfli flow, 
And joy's fwcet carols end in Ihrieks of woe : 
The wither'd flow'rs are fall'n that bloom'd fo fair, J 
■ Affd polfon all the peRlleniial air. 
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From the rent earth dark demons force their wa!y. 

And make the fportire revellers their prey* 
Here gloomy Terror, with a (hadowy rope, 
Scems> like a Turkifh mute, to ftrangle Hope ; 
There jealous Fury drowns in blood, the fire 
That fparkled in the eye of young Defire ; 
And L'felefs Love lets mercilefs Defpair 

From his crufli'd frame his bleeding pinions tear* 
^' But pangs more cruel, more intenfely keen, 
Wound and diftra^ their fympathetic queen : 
With fruitlefs tears (he o'er their mis'ry bends 5 
From her fweet brow the thorny rofe fhe rends^ 
And, bow'd by grief's infufferable weight, 
Frantic, (be curfcs her immortal flate 2 
The foft Serena, as this curfe (he hears, •' 

Feels her bright eye fuffus'd with kindred tears : 

And her kind breaft, where quick compaffioa fwell'd, 
i^har'd in each bitter fuff'ring (he beheld. 

The guardian PowV furvey*d her lovely grief, 
And fpoke, in gentle terms, of mild relief : 



OF TEMPER, 11^ 

^ For this foft tribe thy hcavleft fear dlffnifs, 
And know their pains are tranGent^as their bli{s ; 
Uapture and agony, in nature's loom, 
Have form'd the changing tifTuo of their doom % ■ 
Both interwoven with fo nice an art, 
Ko pow*r can tear the twifted threads apart ; 
Vet happier thefe,. to Nature's heart more deaff 
Than the dull offspring of the torpid fphere, 
Where her warm wifbes, and affedions kind, 
Lofe their bright current in the ftagnant mind« 
Here^rief andjoy io fuddenly unite. 
That aoguifli ferves to fublimate delight" 

She ipoke ; and, e'er Sbrena could reply^ 
The vapor vanifh'd from the lucid fky^; 
The nymphs revive, the fliad'wy fiends are fled> 
The new-born flowers a richer fragrance (hed $ 
The gentle ruler of the changeful land, 
Smiling, reium*d her fymbol of command \ 
Replaced the rofes of her regal wreath^ 
Still trembling at the thcms that lurk beneath \ 
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£at» to her wounded fubjeds quick to pay 
The tender duties of imperial fway^ 
Their wants (he fuccor'd, they her wifli obey^d^ 
And*all recovered, 1)y alternate aid ; 
While, on the levely queen's enchanting face, 
^Departed forrow's faint and fainter trace> 
Gave to each touching charm a more attra^i ve grace* 9j 
NoW| laughing Sport, from the' enlightened plaioi 
'Clear'd with quick foot the veftiges of pain ; 
The gay fcene grows more beautifully bright> . 
Than when it fifft allur'd Serbna's dght : 

Still her fond eyes o'er all the profpeA fsuge* 
Flafhingfweet pleafure at the blifsful change : 
Her curious thoughts with fond attachment boro^ 
Yet more of this engaging land to learn. 
She finds the chief attendants of the queen. 
Sweet females^ wafted from our human fcene.; . 
.3ut, as it chanc'd, while all the realm revi7?d> 
A fpirit inafculine from earth arrivM ; 
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Two airy guides conduct the gentle (hade ;. 

Genius, in robes of braided flames arraj'^ 

And a fantadtc nymph} in manners nice, 

Profufely decked with many an odd device ^ 

Sifter of him, whofe luminous attire 

Flafhes with inex ting uifh able fire y 

lake him in features, in her look as wild>. 

And Singularity by mortals ftyl'd. 

The eager queen and au her fmiling court. 

Surround the welcome (hade in gentle fport ^ 

For in their new.affaciate all rejoice, , 

All pant to hear the accents of his voice. 

Tho' o'er his frame th' Armenian robe was flung^^ 

The pleafing ftranger fpoke the Gallic tongue |^, 

But in that language his enchanting art 

Infpir'd new energy that feiz*d the heart ^ 

In terms fo eloquent, fo fweetly boldt 

A dory of difaftrous love be told, 

ConvuU'd with fympathy, the lift'ning trauii 

At evVy paufe, with dear delicious 

latjreat him to renew the fafcinating 



le lift'ning trauii 
licious pain, L 

;inating (lraiQ» ' Jj 
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And now SetByA, with fufpended breath, 
Liften'd and caoght the tale of Julia's death ; 
And quick flie cries, ere tears had time to flow^ 
<< Bleft be this hour ! for now I fee Rousseau^'* 
Fondly (he g3z*d, till the enchanting found 
In fuch a potent fpell her fpirit bound* 
That loft in fweet illufion, /he forgot 
The promis'd fcenes of the fublimer fpot ; 
Till now her mild remembrancer, whofe care. 
Stray'd not a moment from the mortal fair» 
Roused her rapt mind, preparing her to meet 
The brighter wonders of her blifsful feat ;. 
W^ile her inftinflive car's obedient frame 
Now upward rofe, like undulating flame* 

As when fome vidlor on the wat'ry worldi 
Bright honor gilding all his fails unfurl'd, 
Steers into port, while to the laughing ikj 
His dreamers teirhis triumph as they fly ; 
Expelling thoufands line the crowded (Irand^ 
Swell the glad volce^ or wave the joyous hand| 
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Keffing to view the fight thesr vows implorM, 
And hail their glorfy and their ftrength reftor'd ; 
So the bleft beings of this fmiling fceot 
Flock'd round the car of their returning queen. 
The radiant car, from which they now alight^ 
Careful ihe gives to a fele<5ted fprite> 
A symph of fnowj veft and lovely framci 
Fidelity her fair and fpotlefs name ; 
Theuy happy to review her hallow'd hornet 
Xiiads her fweet gueft to her celeftial dome. 

Gentleft of pow'rs ! for ev'ry purpofc fit, . 
To firengthen wifdom, and embellKh wit $ 
Thou, whofe foft arts, poflefs'd by thee alone^ 
Can give to virtue's voice a fweeCer tone ; 
Allay the froft-of age, or fire of youth, 
And lend ^ttra^ion to fevereft truth :; 
Improve c*en beauty by thy graceful eafc> , 
Or teach deformity herfelf to pleafe ;•- 
lofpire the bard, whofe juft ambition pants 
Tcf^ guide weak mortalfto thy heavenly haunts 'l i 
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Grant hiai> m notes tha(| like thy fofc control* 
AUare attention, and poflefs the foul ; 
Grant him to fiiow» in luminous dlTpIay, 
The myftic wonders of thy fecret fway I 

Novr» at the fight of the prefiding powVf 
Wide fpread the gat€S of a ftupendous tow'r* 
On whofe firn^ height* commandtng nature's botUkdt 
The faithful warder of the fort they foundf 
Wakeful Intelligence, a trudy fprite, 
Whofe ey^s are j^ercing as the folar lights 
And ever on the watch to found alarms 
If aught of dufky hue, por tending, harna* 
. Should, in defiance of her mandate, dare 
Approach the palace of th' imperial fair. 
Within his ward, magnificently great. 
Lies the rich armory that guards her ftate. 
Here ftands Conviaion's ftrong and lucid fpeai^ 
Whofe touch annihilates fufpenfe and fear ; 
Here Truth's u^nfuUy'd adamantine fliield, 
Whkbi fave SoFnaosYKEi w pow'r can wield } 
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And Reafon's trenchant Uade of blazing fl^el^ 
h$ edge and poliOiform'd by friendly zeal ; . 
And, not lefs Aire their deftin'd mark to hiu 
Pointed by wtue^s handy the (hafts of Wit i ^ 
And Ridicule's ftrong bolt, wbofe. Running blom« 
Lays, tow'riiig vice and fearjefs folly lovr. 
Here too the gpddefs kept, inmyftiQ ftace» 

Thofe f^eet rewards that on her champions waitt . 
Guerdons more preciooft. than triumphant palms :-«^, 
The glance of gratitude for mental almsj 
Peace's foft kUs» and reconcilement's tear. 
And fmUes of fympathy, arc treafiir'd here.. 

Thefe precindls paft, now hand in hand they earner : 
To the rich fabne« of majeftic frame j 
Inftindl with joy their Sov'r^ign to behold, . 
The gates of maflive adamant unfold ; 
And, as thp gently-moving valves unclofe^ 
Myfterious mufic from their motion flows ; 
The airy notes through all the palace roam, 
Aad dulcet e&hoes fill the fcftiv^ dome & 
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A gorgeous hall amaz'd Serena's e7e9^ 

Compar'd to which, in fplendori ftrengtb^ and (itej^. 

The nobleft works of whieh tradition fings. 

Judaic flirine, or feat of Memphtan kbgSi . 

Would feem more humble than the waxen celt 

In which the fkilful bee is proud to dwell. ' • ' • 

Here (its a powV in whofe angelic face 

Bes^uty is fweeten'd by maternal grace ; 

Hot radiant feat, farpaffing mortal art> . 

Supports an jemblem of her liberal hearty . 

A pelican, who rears her callow brood. 

And from her vitals feems to draw their foodi .. 

Around this fpirit flock 9 filial hoft. 

Who blefs her empir-C, and her guidance boaft^ . 

Here evVy fcience, all the arts attend, 

In her they hail their parent and their friend ; . 

m 

Each to her prefence brings the happy few, 
Whofe deareft ^lory from her favor grew. . . 
Here, in her fimple charms, with youthful fiw^ 
Proud to difpl^y the magic of her lyr^^ ^ 
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Soul-foothingpharmopf prefents-her band % 

Befide her, Orpheus and Amphion (land* 

Here, mild Philofophy, whofe thoughtful ixowsk^ 

I« fweetly (haded by her olive crowoi 

(In ^1 her Attic elegance array 'd^ 

Strong to coQTincey and gentle to perfuade) ; 

To JieTi whoie breath tnfpfr'd his ev^y rale^. 

Leads the blejl fire of the Socratic fchooK 

■r 

Sach animating, bard and moral fagej 
The heaven-taught minds of ev'ry clime andage^^ 
Who foften'd manners, and refin'd the fbul» 
riock to this pre&nce, as to glory's goal ; . 
And, as the mother's heart, that yearns to blefr. 
The rival innocents thait round her prefs. 
Delights to fee them, as her love they fliare^. 
Sport in her fight, and fiourifli by her care \ . 
Fondly refponfive to their ev'ry call, 
Tenditfr of each, and provident for all : 
So this f^eet image of celeftial graces 
Wha fits encircled by her lovely race^ 
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To evVy fcicnce vital ftrength imparts, 

And rears the circle of the focial arts ; 
With fuch folicitude Cie gives to each 9 
Pow'rs of fubliraer aim and wid^r reach. 
And HOW SopHiLOSYVBi who near her prefty- 
Thus fpoke her title to her earthly gueft :— 
" Behold the honor 'd form without whofe aid " 
My ftrength mud vanifti and my gVory fade I 
Source of my being, and my life's fupport i • 
EuKOiA call'd in this celeftial court, . 
Benevolence the name flie bears on earth. 
The guard of weaknefs, and the friend of worth*- 

She ended : and the mild maternal form . 
Embraced Serbna, with a fmile as warm . 
As the gay fpirit vegetation wears. 

When fbe, to crown her fav'rite nympb, prepares v 
When, pleased her flow'ry treafures to difplay, 
S.he pours them in the lap of youthful May. 

But how, Sbrena ! how may human fpeecb 
Thy heay'nly raptures ia this moment reach h 
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'If aught of earthly fentiment may vie 
Wi«h the pure joy thefe happy fcenes fupply, 
'T18 when, unmixt with trouble and with pain, 
*Love glides in -Tecret through th& glowing vein $ 
When fome fond youth, uoconfcious of its firc^ 
Free from chill fear and turbulent defire. 
With ev'ry thought abforb'd in foft delighti 
Sees all creation in his fair one's fighty 
And feels a blifsful fiate> without a name> 
Repofe of foul» wiih harmony of frame. 
So, plung'd in pleafure of the pureft kindy 
See EN A gaz'd on the maternal mind ; 
Gaz'd 'till SoPHtLOSYNE's directing aid 
Thus fammon*d to new fights th' obedient maid :-• 
« Hade, my fair charge, for of this ample ftate, 
Trads, yet unfeeB, thy vifitation wait. 
The preffing hours forbid me to unfold 
Each fep'rate province which thefe confine's hold ; 
But- 1 will lead thee to that blifsful crew, 
Whofe kindred fpirits beft dcfcrve thy view." 
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So fpeaking, her attentive grcR Cie led 
Through fanes, thai ftiil increafing wonder bred. 
W-here'erflic :rod, through all her gorgeous feat, 
Soft mufic echoM from beneath her feet : 
Faffing a portal, on whofe lucid ftond 
Emblems cf Innocence' and' beatitjr Di6'A'6y 
They reiich' a lav^n Vrhh verdaiit Itiftre hrigtitS, ■' 
And view the bow*rs of permanent delight* 
Mo fiery fud here forms a torching nooQi 
No baleful meteor gleams, no chilling moon % ■ 
But, from a latent fource, one fodthihg light* - 
Whofe conftant rays repel the mift of ^igbc," ' 

Though tender, cheerful ; and though' waraii (ereot 
Gives lading beauty to the lovely fcene. 
N o fenfual thought this paradife profanes ; 
For here try'd excellence, in triumph reigtii^ 
Benignant cares cTcraal joy fupply, ' " ' 
And blifs angelic beams in cv'ry eye. 

*• In yonder groups,** the leading fpirit cry'd, 
" My favVite females fcC) my faireft pride. 



* ME NEW YORK] 

PUBLIC LIRRAI^V 



I, umhi AND 



TILOEN FOUnOatiu*!.. 



^0» tEWTEH. J$f 

"^e firft in taftk is thaj diRingirifli*d"tra3ni 
'^bofc^rengifa of fouliieas tr7'dl>7 Hjrknen's^haiii \ 
Though beauty bkft thefrform, aod lore their, j^iifel 
Their nbptial band with'faappieft omens tyMi 
^Seau(^ and love* thef felt, may kfe the art 
To fix infionftant man's -eccentric hearty 
ifet, confcioos of their lord's negleded vow, 
'No virtue frown'd pn^trageous on their brpW| 

m, • 

To keep returnrno^ tendernefs^aloof^ 

■By coarfe upbraiding, and 'defpis*d're{At)of; 
With forrow fmot^i*'(f m attra£Hon*s finUet 
They drove the fcttfc of nii&'ry »io beguile-^ 
And from wild paffien^s perilous ^byfs, 

•Lure the loft wand'rcr back to faithfol blUVt 
See ttiild Oftatia o^er tbtrband^pr^fldei 
Voluptueus Antony's negle^d bride, 

'Whofe feeUng- jieartf ^Uh M<l modier's ear% 
. ^Hear'dthe^ottng offspring of a rival fair, 

^ar other trials' rais'd yon *loveIy crew, 

^^Buevgh ioxonnubial icenes their nerir^PCW^ 
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; It was Uieir chance tvt judgment was matitt^ 
'If^en glitt^ripg toys the infant mind aUiscy 
'ToUVing their parent's variacious Tole^ 
To wedy with hopes of Uifsi a wealthy ^ooL 
\7hen time remoy'd delufion*s veil by ftealtbf 
And (how*d the drear Tacuitj of wealdi $ 
When fad experience proy'd the bitter iate 
Of beaoty^ coupled to a^fenfelefr^MtCy 
Thefe gentle wives ftill glory*d to fuboiit % 
Thefe, though inylted by aUorbg wit| 
Kefus'd in paths of lawlefs Joy to raoge^ 
Nor murmured at the lot they could tiot change : 

. But, with a lively fweetnefs,-iinoppreft 
: By a dull huiband's lamentable jeftf 
Their conftant rays of gay good-humor QwcddJ 

A guardian glory round their idiot's head. 

The next in order are thofcrlovdy fomSf 
^ Whofe patience^weather^d all paternal flonm | 
: By filial cares, tho mind-s unfailing teftt 
, WcU have ihey earnMvthefe4eatfiof/bUfifol4)rila 



T&^iTiiBrepiflliig: at fi^ere teStaiaV- ' 
Peeviib comiimfidsi and azrdeferr'd comphuAt $ - 
Bent with nswearted kiadnefis to appeaft 
Fsich&ncy'd^failofqaj^ruloaa difeafe ; 
Gave up tbofe jo^s which youthful hearts en^ugj^ 
To wnteb the wtakaefs of pareutal -agt. 

Turn to this cheerful band $ and mark -in thi^^ 
Spirits who juAly dami my realms of blifs I 
Mod lovdf chefe^f when judged by^gen'rous trUth^"^ 
Tho' beauty is not their'S) nor blooming youlh : - 
Fir thefe are they, ¥rfao/in life's tboi-ny (bade^ . 
Rfepiji'd not arthe name of ancient maid. 
No proud difdaius na narro wnefs of hearti. 

Held them frOm^Hymea's tempting rites apart f^ 
B4tfa^r di&retion led them to withdraw 
From thepriz'd honor of his proffer'd law % - 
To quit the objed of no hafty choice. 
Id mild fabmiffion to a parent's roice ; • 
The viQa'd lover with a figh refign^ 
JtoAfacttfice delist at <luty*s (brine* 
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With finSes ihtj borci £roin suigs>7 fpleen exfimpt^ 

Isjorioufl mockery^ and coarie contempt : 

fTwzA tbeir'f to dafpi each felfifii xrare above^ 

A fifter's oxpfaans, with pareQtai4ovc» 

A&d:aU her tender offices fappl]^ 

Though bound not hy the firong maternal tie :•. 

^Tvras their's^ to bid intedine qnatrels cea&» . 

And form the cement of domeftic peace. 

Ko throbbing jojr their fpotlefs. bofom fir*dy . 

Save what benevolence ber(elfinfpir?d ; 

No praife thej fooghtt except that praife reGn'<^^ 

Which the heart wbifpers tothe worth j nind« 

Such are thefif gentle tribtSi the happy few - 
Who (hare the^riamph >to*theif ▼ift'ry doe ;. 
Angelic aims their ipotlefi minds employ,. 
And fill iheir meafure of unoheqaer'd joy« 
Behold 1 where ibmfr with gqi*roas ardor^wute 
Around yon feer, whoJbolds the book, of fate. |. 
Thofe awful Icafcs wkh eager glance they toni>^ 
!Thence with celcftial aeal|.they fondly leara. 
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Vl%at dangers tlureatieii tbrou^ the veil of «udir ^ 
Their kindred pilgriins, ere* di^nrife to birtb i 
To earth they ftiU invifiUf dclceodlf * 
Hi^diat dark fcene ^ong^iud nunds defend^ . 
Xiom pleafure's bnddrke ijpleeft'c corrod iuig i f q am gu 
And in mjrvotariee' heart mfppiw^x ^confirm* 

Ddighu morexdlm^ yoi^lilUn&ig:bi»'dieBip|iyi^« 
tffho deeply drkk oCinteUdftml j«y. 
Soe thenratonnd that 4>eakioj^yiiij[di vfjdie^ . 
Their pleafarea 'vwjiag^ith her var y'd vokicMI . 
TOiat graces in the fweet «athiifia(l gl9W 1 
Kejpeattng heie whatever iheJearas. beletr« . 
Memory, hex aaine» her charge o'er earth toSSl^^ 
And cull the faiitfft Arw'rs of haittaa.mu. 
TVIiateTer Geniaa» in hia Jiaf^ft honi:^. . 
Hlis. penn^^of jnoral gvace.and.«omio powiNr^ ^ 
To warm the beart the jjpells of Spleen sinibisid^', 
A»d pour gay faBflnoe o -e& the miAy mind f... 
Teachinen to cherifiuhcir Jiratenudvtiei. 
J»dL9if«rlJBd9»tire» muh »<fiUaLcyi^^ 
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11iis.afttTe i^int cauhes ia hcr-ffightf . 
Bkill<d to'TetaiAf and happf'to recite^ 
Here (he delivers <«adi bright worki' and tBiAf 
I)eriv«s new beamy^ from her graoeful fpeecb 
Warpt hj no cnvj^ by no love inifled>^ 
lEqual (he hokb the Itviog and the dead 7 
Alike rebiearfiogf as thejr dainirtheic tura^ 
The fong of Anftcy, and- the tale oDSterne* 

Bat momiflg'calld'thee hence^— Yttt one fcene 
M7 foftVing love (hall lead thee to «xplor«^ 
Thift thy laA'fii^ri wHh careful eyes farvey,- 
And mark tb' eatenfive nature of my fwaj." 

That wkh fond "Seal' the guardiatn Spirit £ 
And to new-precin^ of her palsKcled ^ - 
The fcene (he entered ef^her richeft ftatC)^ 
Where on her voice the fubjc^ pafliions wait 3 

Here rofe a throne .of Irving gems, fo bright- 

Ka breath -could iidljr their benignant light ; 
This hsr immortal featf the graciotis guide 
Afiutfd ;. her wari-ftood trembling at i^ & 



SMfr at theidhlt tlieir roiibg powV^threaV;^, 
Echerial beings ^nbohcr empive owD*dl» . 
Crowded in gfitrring pomp the.gotgcottsfcco^N 
To paji tbeiK hcyDUige xo ichcir hea v'fllj qagta^ > 

Tirft'came chaftd Lbve,whofi! fvreet h^Umonious fotmri 
Mc^-er felt fufpicion's fdtil-convulfiag dorm i < 
No balefal iarrow iil Bis quiver lieSf . 
Ko btiading veif enwraps his fparkiing eyes % . 
There all the rays of Varied jdy unite. 
And jSihtly fhed tinfpealcable* delighf. 
With him was FHendflup, like a virgin dreft»\ 
The foft afbsftos fdrm'd her fimple veflf, . 
Whofe* wohd'rous folds; in fierceft flames entire^ . 
Mock the vain ravage of confutning fTre- : 

Around this robe> a myftic chain fli6 wore^-, 
Sach golden Jink a ftar^ of diamonds bore ; : 
Ibrce could not tear the fioilh*d worbaparty . 
Nor int'roftiofeitf by his fsbtleft art: 
Bttti ftrange ta uU, if the prefiding powV, . \ 



If kiiid So^MOtnrvmuIcrfinl toVMbn 
Her Tttal.virttie^m tbbiiaigic WMtttbt 
The lArti timft fev«r»fdlfalert to their tfidl^' 
Tbr.gold.gRrr drofsyima ev'^^dtaWMd duSw '. 
Thefe Valor ibUow*d» dectd witb verdant padoii^. 
Gracefully bold* majefticallj ^alm^ 
A sniogled troop fiicceed» with fedlFe fovnd^ -> 
Wifdom> with olive. Wit, with feathers crown*d^^ 
Here, hand in hand thejr move, no longer fiots» ■ 
Their charms increafiog as their union grows i ; 
Pare fpirits all, who hating mental ftrifCf. 
£xalt creation, and embellifli life % . 
All here attend, and in their foy'reign's prai(c^'*« 
Their curding forms, the fong of glory raife. 

The bleft^ SBaatiA drinks,, with ^aytfli'd ear^ » 

The melting mn&c of the tuneful fpheee*. 
Now in m dofe the foothing echoes roil 
O'er her rapt fancy, and entrance her fool | : 
Hfeflenfes fink in foft oblivion's bands^. 
TiUlkithfol J^mny.at {ieiL:f)illaw Aand^) . 



Btcalb each mental and corporeal po«*xv 
Wlule (he proclaims aloud the paffing houc | . 
And| in a voice eiprefliYe of furprife. 
Too fhrill to feem the mafic of the tkits^. 
I&fi>ro^ the ftairtled fair^tU time to riic» 
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iLEST be thehearrof fjaipatbetie mouldy 

Whatever form that gentle heart infold^ 
Whofe generous £bres.with fond terror fhake^ 
When keen afflidioa threatens ta o^ertal^c 
Young artlefs beaut j, as alarm'd (he drays 
Through the ftrange windings of this nobrtal maze 
To fachi Sbrbma, be thy (lory knownr, 
Wliofe-^^ofom beft can make thy lot their own> 
And, kindly (baring in thy trials pafti 
Attend^ with fweet anxietyy the laft. 
The hour approaches, the tremendous hour> 
In whofc dark moments deeper perils low V i^ 
Still fo inwrapt in pleafure's gay difgui(e> . 
Tbey lurk invifible to caution's eyes $ 
And^ unfufpeded by the fair one» waic - 
Td cancel or confirm her bli(sf ul fate»- > 



fier Urtif mind wkh bright Ideas fior'd, 
^fae takes her ftatioB at the breakfaft board { 
Still her (oft foul the heay^nly vi6on fills» 
And fweeter graces in her finile inftils } 
New hopefi of trmmph glide through cT^rj nerv^. 

. And arm her glowing heart widi firm reienre i 
Confcions the final trying chance impeodsj, 
To bear lU forcet bar evVy powVfte bends |. 

' In her quick thought ambitions to prefage . 
How %leen't dark agents nuqr exert their ragc^ 

' She ponders on what perils may be&lf 

. Andfondly dreams her minda ttajtcb fomIL 
Ah» loYcly nymph ! this dang*rou8 pride forego ; 

: Pride may betray— fccurityVihy foe. 

While fancy *d prudence tfausf a foreign gueftg 
" Sits doubly cberifli'd in Sfia.BNA's brea^ 
:3ehold a billet her atuntion fteal, 
: No common arms compo&its aoyJeical ; 
Th* unfolding paper brealbes a rofeate fceati 
^ Sweet harbinger of Jpfr ^^s iLind intent. 
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' Of cotfrtcous iFiLLiGK-EB it'bcafs thc rtatte, 
' Clear fymptom of the peer's inifreafing^flame^! 
The gracibus earl, lamenting i^leaftkre loft, 
And fair S^ en a in her wlfbes crdftf 
Has pIannM» inlionor 6f the lovely maid, 
A fancj'd ball, a'prlvafe mafqnerade. 
And fupfplicatcs' her fire, with frarm eOeenit 
To fmilc indotgenfon the feWxre fchemo* 
AM arts httt^i to enfnre the grant, 
"Nor leaves, unarft'd, the' eager maiden Mfit, 
'Qnick at th^ fonnd' Ssrvna's glowing heart 
Throl)s with ga^ hopes; hot Toon tho&hopesdeptit; 
Reflection, in hef foul a faithful guaixi, 
The opening avcnnes of picafure barrel : 
She dtem'd the'phn^of this deHgbeful^fheW^ 
^But the n&w ambiitt of her fecrtt foe ; 
The blifs too bright to reaKze fiieguefs'd, 
And ch^s*d th^^-idea'fl'om her guarded bretEft, 
'While ihcfe difcreet tiffolvrs'her thought employ^ 
'^anquil fhelrlamphs o'er her Jnx>Uicr'd«JQf; 
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l^ot fo the knight : to bis parental tyn^ 
7q 'dazzling poinp> ddufiv^ vifions rife : 

That coronet, the objeA of his vow^ 
He fees fufpended o'er his daughter's brow } 
£ager he burns to (bap the pendant thread* 
And fix the glory on his darling's bead. 
Far wifer aims the ancient maiden caughty 
Ko empty gew gaw flutters in her thought ; 
But» while ^ore keenly (he applauds the plan» 
Her hope is folid and fubftantial man ; 
Not for her infant niece, whofe baby frame 
She holds unfit for Hymen's holy flame ; 
But for her riper felf, whofe Areagih may bear 
The heavied burden of connubial care. 

Tho* different phantoms dance before their fighti 
Niece, aunt, and father, in one wi(h unite, 
To join the banquet Is their common choice. 
The buCnefs p&ft with no diflenting voice ; 
And the warm fire, in whom ambition burn d| 

A^note of grateful courtefy retum'd ; 



His billet feal'd, the glad good-btunor^d kni^t 
Xaunch'd fdrth» like Neftor, etr his jonthfid mi^ i 
' << O could I now, in fpite of agei retain 
That aAivciTJgory and that fprightlj Ttlay 
'Which led me once the lively langh to raifc 
Among the mtrtier wiu of former dajs» 
When rival beauties would aroundme through 
And gay ridottos liften to^my foog ! 
.Such were I now» at on the fcftive nightf 
'.When Ch— ~h*s charms amaz'd the public iight| 
When the kind fair onCf in a reil fo thin 
That the clear gauze was but a lighter ikioy 
/Mafk'd like a virgiur juft prepared to die» 
'Gave her plump beauties to each greedy eye I 
On that fara'd night (for then with ftolic fire 

Youth fill'd my heart, and humor ftrung my Ijrr^} 
:TIeas'd in the funfliine of her fmile to baik* 
;I dancM around her in a deviPs ma(k ; 
And idl]r chatited an iofernal ode» 
.Jn,praif€ of all this female tempter Ihow'd. 



Thb jocund crawd; who throng'd with me to gaKe». 

BxtoU*d mj aapremeditated hjsp 

Aad Sporti who ftiU of ihiu old revel bragt,: 

^cird her the &ft of maids, and me, of wagi» 

Then a light devil) nowi redac'd to iimp» 

lam but fit to plaf the hag-born imp ;. 

Sitll not to crofs the frolic of this baU» ^ 
Still a» the torioife Caliban I'll crawl, 
And if with gout my burning ankles fllnchr 
111 call it ProTpero's tormenting^ pineb ; 
Still ia this (hape Til ihow them what I am a 
And Fin. Qull go as Sycorazi my dam.'' 

So fpoke the knight ; and fpoke with To much weigltty 
The lift*ning females faw bis word was fate ; 
Pbr ne'er did Jove with fo rcfolV'd a brow 
To fmtling Love his joyous fcheme avow^ . 
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Soal^eftor'a fpeech in the ixth IHad.- 



I4f TH£ T«IVM?«f5 

When he ooneertedi for his fpecial mirthf 

A mafquerading, on the ftage ofearthf 

And of the fwan*s foft p1aaie» or bull's rough ha!f>, 

Order'd the fanoy-drefs he chofe to wear. 

From whence let fapient antiquarians fhow 

The ancient ufe of mafquerades below. 

Sersva fmil'd to fee this joyous firct 
Infufe new youth in her determ1n*d fire ; 
But mute Pbmclopii with half.a figh^ 
«< With one aufpicious and one dropping eye/^ - 
Heard* the firm knight his fixt refolve impart> 
TickliDg at once and torturing her heart. 
The ball fbe reliOi^d, but abhorr'd the taik. 
To hide her beauties in a bedlam's mafk j 
Miranda's name would better fait her plan^ 
A fimple xnaiden, not afraid of man ; 
But us'd, alas ? her brother's law to feely 
She knows that law admits not of repeal. 
Trufting her charms will any garb enricl> 
^he 4^igns to take the habit of a Vfiiqh, 
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IMrerdtd f<imiie&, ia die fliaules of nij^Cb > 
Trf to illmaiaatft a fildif fprite 

Widi fonder eflbrts, or with worie foccefi^ . 
Tbui Pbh. mw labor^dt iq thii wayward drefib^ 
To give thoffprightly fliow of 'Hving tmthf 
To the poor ghoft of her departed youth* > 
Afr witches o*ep their magic caiddroa beQ<lt . 
AAftoa^ to fise their menial imps afimid % . 
Bus in her glaft, the aacieut maiden prtcfi> 
And dreams new graces ia her perfoa rile* 
Nbfuch deligbts> whofe deardcIuAoas pleaCrg^ 
The mild Sb«bm4 in her mirror fees $ 
She, at whofe toilet beauty's latent qn^^ 
Attends* enchanted with her &Ual mie^y . 
Afld o*er her fiivorite's unconfciotts £|fi(e : 
Brtothes her own ro&ate glow, and vivid grac^' 

|%e haftes her glittVitv gsirmenu to adjaft» 
With aU her qiodeft chartfis of (weet diftroAb ^ 
Xtokiog that beauty It ^>^ a (he doohu aloanj 
daudb ay Vy c^c^ oiec;pi hir 0«%^ 
Na. 
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The oativei diffidcoee which fway'd ImMBiad^ . 
Kow feels new terroM sritb its owo combiA'dp 
The robes of \riel to the nymph reoaU 
Thofe di£ippoiatmeats that maj fet befal | 
As her fajr hands the gauzeor tiflue toucfaf . 
They fondlf warn her not to hope too much* 
She feels^thc friendly counfel they- tmpartt . 
And caution reigns protestor of her heart. 

The fateful eveninf^ comes—the coach attendj 
And firft the gonty Caliban afcends ; 
Then> in deformity's well-faited prideg 
Sour Sycorax is R:ation*d by his fide ; 
And lafti widi fportive Aniles, di? inely fweet» 
Light Ariel perches on the vacant feat. 
Fancy now paints the (ceneof pleafure near^ 
Yet flattVing gaiety is checked by fear. 
Her wtffa to^view the feftiTe fight» runs high' $ 
But Ae fond nymph remembers* with a Ggh# 
From^hope^s keen hand the cup of joy maytK^^^ 
Abd fAlli HfbtaRedi thsDjgh ic reach dieiG^. 



Jb the fine vlift,. whole nite to3t afplr%» 
To fame.tMrnaly hj. encaaOic fire ; 
If hca with griefrhas.feen the.faichlefi heal. 
Mar (he rich labor U fhould fnake.cofnpleat» 
When next his haads^. with trembliag care, confide. 
To the fierce element bis pencil's prtde» 
W<it<;he8> onceadagt the.pernicions flamet 
Terror and hope contending in his framef 
While his fair ..work the dang'roa& fire fufiains^ 
7eelb it in all hisZ/mpath^iic veins, 

And a( each trivial found that.chance.n1a7 cattfe». . 
Hears the gem.crayk, and fees its cruel flaws : 
With fuch (blicitude the panting maid^ 
Pad the long ftreet, of ev'rj noife afraid. 
Now while around her. rival fl4mbeaus .flare^ . 
And the coach rattles throagh ^e crowded f9n^rtf 

&!ie fears fome dire mifchaoce mull jet befaU 
Som^ demon fnatch her from the promis*d ball > 
And dreamt.no trial more fevere than thts^ 
ISfd bogh!^ ^ figi^rti the wir ftcM of Wtk i. 
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Yet borrid mkt&emuh Imt htwlb kittt ^ 
To bear e'en lUit and bcaviic vkli enkX^oMi 

Bot whirled atkngtb within the porter's gttQ^ 
Sbt thiakt what perils jit the ball may wsut ; , ^ 
Aod, as Ae now alights, the fiott'ring hSr- 
Ixhrokes her guardian to proteA her therOf 
T8I thonghts of danger, thooghts of caoiion, ffjfr 
Before the magie blaze diat meets her eje. 
Tk' advancing ixjmfhf at ey*ry ftep flie takes^ , 
Pants with amazement, doobiful if fliC' wakes ; ; 
Far as her ejes the glittMng feene command^, 
'Tis all^enchantmentf all a fairy land ; . 
Mb Teftiges of modem pomp appear^- . 
No modem melody falutes her ear : . 
With MoeriQi notes the echoing manfion riogs^^ 
And its tranfmiited form to fancy brings 
The rich • Albambra of the Moorifli kings. 
The peer» who keenly thbas for faCUion's praiftf n . 
To gild his revel with no common rays. 
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Stimmoa*d his modifli^archttcdy whofe fkUi 

Can all the wiAms of caprice fulfil. 

His geniasf equal to the wHdeft taikf 

Gave to the hoafe kfelf a Gothic maflci 

The chtplain> that no gaeA mighc fed oeglefi^. 

As a magiciaa of the Arab kitf 

Wav'd a prefidlng wand throughout the balli . 

And well proYided for the wants of all.' 

The peer htrofclf, hi? prowefs to evince. 
Shines in the femblance of a Moori(h prince i . 
And round the brilliant mimic hero wait 
All pomp ^nd circumftance of Moorifh ftate i 
Through all his fplendid dome no eye could find ' 
Aught unembellifhM, fave the mafter's mind. 
There, though repreft by courtefy's control*' , 
JLurks the low mover of the little foul,' 
Mean ranity ; whofe (hye can never prove 
The heart-refiding flame of genuinfe 4dve. 
While her cold jojrs hh abjeft mind amufii; 
Sk tbougto at* bnficd o& oMimibial viOMii 
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His houfe conplete» itt decorations plao*A; 
Bj the Ture hand of fafliioiiable taftet 
H« onlj wantSf to crown hit modifli life^. 
That laft and 6ftcft moTcablc— a Wife. 
She too mod proye^ to fix his coy defire^ . 
Such as the eye of faihion will admire-. 
His ball is bat a joryt ta decide 
Upon the merit of his fancy'd bride* 
If fweet SbrbhAi on tins fignal night» 
Shines the firft idol of the public fight s 
If gallantry^s fixt eyes pronounce her f^ir^ . 
By the fure iigQ of one unceafing ftare ^ . 
And if» prophetic of her nobler doomy 
Each rival beauty (hudders at her bloom ; 
The die is caft— be wed»— the point is clear. ^ 
She cannot flight the vows of fuch a peer. 
Thus argu*d in his mind the fcEtive earlf 
Aadt left he lightly chafe an aukward girl> . 
Wifely coQTcm'df on this important cafe,. . 

jttdg|fi of fcoule gracc*w 
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Here beaux Sprits m mrions fignret larl:. 
Of Jew and Gentile, Biainin, Tartari Tnrk ; 
But of the manly naiks, a yonthfnl bard 
Seem'd moft to challenge beanty's foft regard : 
Adoro'd with native elegance, he wore. 
In firopleft form, the minftrel drefs of yore : 
They call him Edwim, who arounid him throngs 
Edwin, immortalis'd in Beattie*s fong ; 
And, footh to fay, within a comely frame. 
He bore a heart that anfwer'd to the name*; 
For this neat habit decVd a gen'roas youth. 
Of gendeft manners, and fiacereft troth. 
Thongh on his birth propitious fortune fmil'dy 
Mo proud parental folly fpoiPd the child ; 
And j|;enitts, more beneficently' kind. 
Bled with fijperior wealth his manly mind. 
Of years he barely counted twenty .one ; 
•Bat, like a briiliant mom, his op'niog life begun* 
-Fain would the mule on this her yotVy dwdl. 
And fully pamt the youdi (he loves to wellt; 
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His fignrc*! charms, the iDuflc €>{ his tonguei 
What Dynphs his lays allar'd, what lajs he fuag s 
But higher cares her rambling fong control-; 
Se&b»a'8 perils -fummon all her foul ; 
For Spleen, ambitious to exert her force, 
Confcioi;s this uial ifrher laft refource, 
Mod keenly bent on her pernicious taik. 

Has (hifted round the ball from ma(k to mafkf 
Watching the moment vith infernal care. 
To form* vrith deepeft art, her final fnarcj 
And manacle the mind of the unguarded fair. 

It comes, the moment that mud 9ix her lot^ 
£y her, ah thoughtleftj maid \ by her forgot % 
Though the light Hours, e*en in their frolic ring. 
Trembling, perceive the feaiful chance they biiog^ 
And Ituddrirg at the nyni^ph's terrific date, 
Seem anxious to fufncnd hcrdoubtfut falc. 

Now focial eafc the place of fport fnpply'd, 
The hot cppicffive aifk was throv 
And btauiy fiicne icTcaVd in all her 
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-^Superior ftill in features as in fornit 
With adflQiration Hufh'di with pleafure waring 
The gaj Sehena cv'ry eye allur'd ; 
The hearts her figure won, her face fecur'd ; 
A tender fiveetnefs dill the nymph maintain'di 
And modedy o'er all her graces reign*d. 
Well might her foul to brilliant hopes incHnCf 
A thoufand youths had caird her charms divine } 
A thoufand friends had whifper'd in her ear, 
That fate had mark'd her for the feftive peer. 
Her youthful fancy, though by pomp amus*df 
Wifli'd not ihofe offers which her heart refus'd : 
That tender heart, by no vain pride pofTed, 
With indecifive trembling (hook her bteaftt 
Like a young bird, that, fluttering in the air« 
WiAes ta build her neft, yet knows not where* 

The bufy earl, his puny love to raife^ 

Hunted the circling whifper of her praife ; 

Heard envy own her lovely charms, though loth» 

•Heard tafie atteft themi with a modiOx oath ; 

O 
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Ancl> nupUal projcAs thick'ning in his min^ 
."Mow his fair partner in the dance rejoin'd. 
As now the fprightly mtific paas'd, my lord 
^Eager refolt^d to toach a fofter chord ; 
.'Secure of all repulfef*^ he Tainlj meant 

Half to difplay, half hide his fond inteatf 
Andy In dilTembled paffion's flow'ry tropes» 
ToTport at letfure withlhe virgin*«r hopes t 
iEot this he fram'd a motelrfpeech, replete 
^With am*rons compliment and Tain conceit* 
The labor'd nothing with complacent pride 
He fpoke ; but toliis TpeeCh no nymph reply'd : 
^or in the momentj the loft fair devotes 
Jijer willing ear to moreattra^ive notes. 
The mmftrel happened near the nymph to waBCf 
^-sipt with a bofom-friend in'fecret tdk, 
Andy at the infcant when the earl begaOf 
-Half to unfol4 his matrimonial plan, 
SowiN, in whifpers, from the crowd retirVly 
Chsmc'4 to repeat the fonn^t Ibe infpir'4i : 
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Tht fouodsy though faint> her recolIeOion caught^ 
Drew her quick cjCj and fixt her wond.'ring..thoughi|r 

Loft ia this fweet forprifey (be could ^ot hear 
A fingle accent of- the am'rous peer, 
^pleea faw the moment that (he fought to gaia>r 
And perch'd triumphant on the noble's brain«- 
With jealous envy (lung, and baffled prtdi» . 
** Contemptuous girl i" with fudden rage, he cry'd^ 
<< If here to happier youths thy views iaclineL» . 
I want not fairer nymphs who challenge mine*. 
Thy breaft, in vainvwith penitence may burn ) 
Snt.once negle^ed» J no. more return.'^ 
Thus loudly fpeaking, with difteniper'd heat) 
Rudely he turn*dj with rancVous fcom repletOi 
Sbrbna, ftartled at th* iojurious founds. 
Survey'd th' infulting peer, who fternly frowned >. 
Shame and.refentment through her bo(bm ruCb*. 
Swell ev*ry vein, and raife the burning bluflu 
Love, new-bom lovey but in. its birth conceal'd^^ 
Htfr.to the nymph herfelf as .yj:t revcaltd^. 
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And juft difdMii} and anger's honed flame* 

With complicated pow*r convulfe her frame ; 

Contending paffions ey'ry thought confonnd. 

And in tomoltuons doubt> her fonl is drown'd. 

Now treacherous pride, who tempts her tongue to trigf 

Forms to a keen reply, her qniv'ring Up % 

Infidious Spleen now hovers o'er the fury 

Deems her half locVd within her bauful fiiare | 

In her new ib?e» preparing to rejoice» 

To taint her fpiriCt and. imtune her ?oice. 

Haplefi SiasH A I what can fave thee now I 

The fiend's dark figaet ftamps thf clouded brow ||. 

lo thf fwob eye I fee the ftarting ^drop ; 

This fatal flto wV, etherial guardian* ! Aop : 

Hafte to thy rot'ryy hafte, her foul fuftaiot 

Vhr let the trials (he has paR| be vain. 

Ah me ! while yet I fpeak, with Cbudd'rbg dreai 

I hear the magic girdle's burfting thread. 

This horrid omeuy ye kind pow'rs ! avert : 

Kor thou> bright zone ! thy brighter chaige de&rt^ 



flmttlefs pray'r I her psmtiog breaft' behold t 
See ! the gauze (hakes iajnanj a/rnffled fold J : 
Forc'd from their fiatioor by her heaving beartf 
From the firaxo'd girdle thrice.thrce ffMUigljis Hart :. 
Through her diforder'd drefk a^paCb they've foond^. 
And fallen, feei .they glitter on the ground .1 

O blefTed chance ! with life recalling light 
The glitt'ring momtors attraft her fight 1 
Like ftatsy emerging from the darkened poIe».^ 
They fparkle fafety to her harrafiM fimk 
See ! from Jier brow the clouds of trouble J/t^ 
Vexation's tear is Tanifli*d fromiierteye 1 
Her rofy cheeks with joy's foft radiance buniji. 
liike nature fmilbg^at the fun's return .|. 
The nymphy no more with mental darknefi blin4^> 
Shines the fweet ruler of her refcu'dmind. 
Hencci hateful Spleen ! thy faney*d .prize refigUi. 
Renounce forever what (hall ne'er be. thine i. 
For, confcious of her wy guardian's aidf 
^She feds new fpirit through bar bean coavey.'^k 
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Andy ioljr Ueffihg this TlAoriom koofv 

Her foul eialtt in its recoiPer*d powei% 

In fadb mild terms Am hails th* infahang peeo 

As Spkeoy if mortali moft exfrire to bear ; 

But* driv'n forever from the IoveIy>grrl, 

The fool £eod rioti^ b die captive *earl.. 

He anfwers not i bac» with a fallen air. 

On happier Enwriiy who approacb*d'th« fkiff. 

Darts fodi a gfamceof rage and envimis hate^ 

As Satan caft on Edcn't Uififul ftate^ 

When on oar parents firft he fixt Itts fights 

Aad» nnddightedy gazM on all delight : 

So doomed to looki and doomed foch pangs to fed^ 

Scornful he tnm'd on his daftic heeL 

«^ loveljr mildneCi ! oh angdia maid^! 
Defcrving homage» though to fcor<* beiray'd i 
Rife (till, fweet fpirit, rUe thefe wroi^s abovc». 
Tom froo) injariotts pridci to faithful lore i. 
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TKongfa on 107 brow-no coronet may fliine^ 
Wealth I can offer at thy beauty' 
Andi worthier theei a bean that worfliips thine."' 
Thos» with new-kindled 1otc*« aspiring fiamey 
Spoke the fond yootbr coneeaTd by EowiiA naia% 
The gallant FAucifANDy^rich inrinbom worthy 
By fortune bl«(H and not of abjea birtb< 
Warmly he fpioke, with that indignant heat^ 
With which tho ge&'roM heart ne'er fails to bcat^ 
When worthi infukedf* wakens Tirtnou* ire» 
And injured beauty fets the foul on fire. 
Qaick €3 hi« voice. the ftartled virgin tnm*d»' 
With wonder, hope^ auid joy, her bofona bum'd $ 
With fweet confafion, flurry'd and amaz'd^ 
On his attraAive form ihe wildly gaz-d.^ 
Full on iic* thought the friendly vifions rufli'd ; 
Blufhing (he view'S him,viewM him ftill, and blulh'd i 
And, foft aflfc^lion quick'ning at the fight. 
Perchance bad fwoon'd, with fallaefs of delight^ 



Bot that htr father's Toice» with quick control . 
Reeal'd the funftions of her faiating fouL 
When on the diAant feat* wherci fondly fiztf 
He view*d the nymph as in- the dance Ibe mixt^. 
Hi indi(Undly heardi with wounded eaF> 

The fpleenful ouurage of the angry >peer» 
Swift at th' imperfed foundi with choler wiU^ 
He fprang to fnccor his ininlted child ; 

Bul^Ver his fury^into. language broken 
Love calm'd the ftorm^ftt arrogance Iwoke^ 
The fudden burft of'FALK4«AMD^s tender flame^ . 
His winning mannefS;* hhTdtftiiiguifli'd name» 
His liberal foul, by fortiifie's'^fikiilt cavefty 
All join'd.to harmonize the father's breaft* 
His fiery thoughts fubfide in glad furprife^ . 
And.to the gen'rous youth he warmly -cries : . 
•« Ingenuous Falklanu ! by thy frankncfs won^. 
My willing heart would own thee as a fon s. 

But on. thy hopes SBRiNA.muft decidei :— 
Hade. we together from this boufe of pridc^^!' 
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So fpoke the fire ; for, to her vot'ry kindy 
SopHROSYKB infplr*d his foftca*d mind. 
Speaking, he foiil'd, to fee that on hU word 
The lover faong» and bled the founds he heard k 
That his embarrafs'd child his fenteace canghc 
With each tumultuous iign oF tender thought i 
Whofe Uufliesi fpringing from/the heart, declare- 
The dawn af fonJneTs in »h« tnculell fair. 
Tb* enchanted youth with ecftafy conveyed 
Forth ftom the troubled finUl the trembling maid«^ 

As the fceen iailor, whom hit daring foul 
Has drawn, too Ten'trous, near the freezing pole ; . 
Who, having (ligbtedHcaution's tame advice, 
Seems wedg'd within impervious worlds of ice | 
If, from each chilling ftorm of peril free. 
At length he reach the unincumbered fea^ 
With joy fuperior to his tranfient pain, 

Ruthes, exulting, o'er th' eipanfive main : 
Such ftroog delight Sbrbha's bofom (har'di. 
When fweet refie^lion to her heart dedas'di^ 
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That all the trials of her fate were paftf 
And love's decifive plaadit feal'd the laft* 

Her alrj guard prepares the foftell down^ 
From peace's wing» to line the nuptial crown s 
Her fmiles accelerate the bridal morny 
And clear her vot'ry's path from ev'ry thorn* 
On^he quick match the prude's keen cenfures fall^. 

Slind to tZi£.2ieav'nI^pAar'r ntha gmilAd all r 

But mild Sbbena fcorn^d the pmdrlh plajy 
Tb wound warm love with frivolous delay $• 
Nature's chafte child, not affection's flave». 
The heart (he meant to givei (he frankly gave;. 
Through her glad fire no gouty hiimon ruoy . 
Jocund he glories in his deftin'd fon. 
Pbnblofe herfelf, no longer feen 
In the four (emblance of tormenting Spleenj* 
Buys for her niece the robes of nuptial (tate^ . 
Nor fcolds the mercer once thro' all the long debatfte, 
Eor quick difpatch, the honeft man of law 
Toils half the night the legal ties.to.dsaw.3^ 
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'At length tb^ enraptarM youthi all forms complcti^ 
Bears his fweet bride to his paternal feat ; 
On a fair lawn the cheerful manfion ftood» 
And high behind it rbfe a circling wood. 
As the bleft lord of this eztenfive reign 
Led his dear partner through her new domaoif 
With fond furprife, Sbrbha (bon defcry'd 
A temple rais'd to her ctherial guide. 

Its ornaments ihe viei^'d with tender awe^ 

Their faihion fuch as (he in vifionfaw j 

For the kind youths iier grateful fmile to gaiUf 

Had 9 from her clear defer iption» decked the fane. 

Joyfut he cry -dy to his angelic wifci 

^^ Be this kind pow*r the worQiip of our life !'' 

He fpake { and led her to the inmofl; (hrine ; 

Hercy link'd in rofy bands, two votVies (hine 

The pencil had imparted life to each, 

"With energy that feem*d beyond its reach. 

.f irfl; ftood Connubial Love» a manly youths 

Whofe bright <ye jTpOke the ardent vows of truth. 5 
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Friendfliip> fweet fmiling, fiU'd the fecond place> 
Id all the fofcer charms of virgin-grace. 

Their meeting arms, a royftic tablet raifey 

Deck'd with thefe lines, the moral of my lays :— • 

** Virtue's an ingot of Peruvian gold, 

** SiNsc the bright ore Fotofi's mines unfold ; 

'* But TfiMPJbR^s image mull their ufe create, 

y And give thefe precious metals, fierling weight/' 



F I M I s. 



\<-' > 



r - 



n. 



THB NEW YORK PUBUG LIBRARY 

RBPBRBNGB DBPARTMBNT 



This book it under no oiroamttanoes to bo 
taken from the Bnildin^ 




